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Every Church Should Own This Encyclopedic Work... 


How to Increase Church 
Attendance 


By ROGER W. BABSON 
And His Commission on Church Attendance 


Babson went about preparing this work in the way he tackles the most important 
financial project, and the result is a work invaluable to all churches, large 
and small. All the subjects are vital to successful church work! 


Outworn Customs; Causes for the Decline in Attendance; Improving the Character of 
Membership; Helping the People Economically; Vitalizing the Sermon and Worship; 
Improving the Church Structure; The Home and Church Attendance; Young People and 
Church Attendance; Public Records on Church Attendance; Church Attendance and 
Theological Education; Making the Community Church-Minded; Young People’s Con- 
ferences; Week-Day Religious Education; Co-ordinating Church Service and Sunday 
School; Getting College Students to Church; Church Advertising; Church Attendance 
and Prayer; Church Loyalty Projects; Organizing an Intensive Campaign; Appendix: 


Church Statistics. 


With Chart, $1.50 


OTHER NEW ISSUES WORTH OWNING 


By Dillon Wallace 


The Campers’ Handbook 


It is doubtful if any man living knows more 
about every phase of camp life here treated than 
the famous Labrador explorer, editor, author, and 
former Director of The School of Woodcraft at 
Culver Military Academy, where he guided all 
phases of the school program — woodcraft, 
camping, nature study, canoeing, physical train- 
ing and scouting. Fully illustrated, $2.00 


Frederick S. Miller 
Korean Young Folks 


This new book by the author of 
“Our Korean Friends” 
will hold the attention of every reader, young 
and old, but, above all it will interest and fasci- 
nate those who appreciate the direct testimony it 
gives to the power of the gospel among people of 
foreign lands. Illustrated, $2.00 


Grace Sloan Overton 


The Home In a 
Changing Culture 


A study of American home life, full of good 
counsel and inspiration for Young People’s work, 
Religious Education Councils and in Summer 
Camps, for personal reading and as a text for 
women’s study groups. $1.00 


Howard J. Chidley, D.D. 


The Feast of Quails 


“Dr. Chidley emphasizes the heralding of the 
Christianity of Christ as the chief function of the 
ministry,” so writes Dr. Cadman of these addresses 
which represent the best output of the American 
pulpit. S129) 


Adam W. Burnet, D.D. 


Pleading With Men 


Dr. Burnet of Glasgow addresses men in the 
pulpit and those entering it today on the things 
that have meant most to him during his years of 
preaching. $1.50 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 12 Fifth Ave. N-Y. 
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A RE-ARRANGED 
CHANCEL 


Imparts a Spiritual Message .. . 


provides beauty which inspires, and 
makes Worship a joyous experience. 


Photographs of various Churches showing 
appearance before and after the chancel re- 
arrangement will be sent upon request. 


First Presbyterian Church, Topeka, Kansas 
... before alteration... and to the right, 


the same interior after re-designing. 


Sketches and estimate supplied with- 
out obligation. Write Mr. Buthman 


American Seating Company 
General Offices: Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Branches in All Principal Cities 


Just Published 


A BEAUTIFUL MEMORIAL 


THE NEW 
OXFORD LECTERN BIBLE 


Designed by BRUCE ROGERS 


HE Oxford University Press has much pleasure in announcing the publication of an entirely new 

Oxford Lectern Bible specially designed by one of the most eminent type experts, Mr. Bruce Rogers. 
This notable addition to the already large variety of Oxford Bibles, fulfills the needs of practical use in 
churches and will satisfy the eye of the most exacting lover of splendid printing. 


Five years have been devoted to the preparation of this superb edition of the Bible. It is printed on 
fine white paper, made at the famous old Wolvercote Mill in England, the volume measuring 12x 16x34 
inches. The text is the Authorized King James Version, with the Apocrypha. It is set in paragraphs, the 
verses being indicated by numbers. The metrical portions of the Bible are set in verse form corresponding 
to the original Hebrew. The preface “The Translators to the Reader” 1s included. 


No. 01730 Morocco, levant grain_.._--____-.-___-.-----------------$100.00 
No. 01735 as No. 01730, in RED_~__---- Dotto See eee AP eee O00) 


Prospectus on Application At all Booksellers or the Publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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THE BIBLE IN AN ECONOMIC CRISIS 


eE. TALLMADGE ROOT 


“The clear teachings of Scripture are strangely ignored today, even in religious circles. I have 
devoted life-long study to just this aspect of their teachings, and think that I show that a con- 
sistent and developing ideal regarding the use of wealth runs through the Bible.” 


and poetry. We “study” it in brief selected 


Tem commemoration of the four-hundredth guidance from its vivid biographies, precepts 


anniversary of the translation of the 

Bible into English, celebrated in the clos- 
ing months of 1935, proved only another passing 
pageant unless it stabbed us awake! 

We are asleep to the significance of the fact 
that our Aryan race was roused to a new social 
development when it was impregnated by the 
adoption of its own of these ancient Semitic 
scriptures, 

These writings, however you explain the 
fact, have a power to transform the life of in- 
dividuals and nations. Four hundred years 
ago, the Bible, dimly known before in ritual 
and tradition, burst upon the English people 
like the sun through clouds. The effect was 
tremendous. There arose a growing demand 
for purification of ritual and ecclesiastical ad- 
ministration. When king and bishops resisted, 
some insisted upon “reformation without tar- 
rying for any” and became separatists. Others, 
within the establishment, demanded the re- 
moval of abuses and the full program of the 
Reformation. Delay and persecution only 
opened men’s eyes to the political and social 
implications of Biblical teachings. John Milton 
applied the same principle—“He that would be 
great among you shall be your servant’’—both 
to ecclesiastical and civil rulers, thus justify- 
ing the Revolution of 1640. The common peo- 
ple sang: 

“When Adam delved and Eve span, 
Who, pray, was the gentleman?” 


This was the fountainhead of our Anglo- 
American democracy. 

Pitiful is the contrast between the eagerness 
with which our ancestors read the newly-dis- 
covered Bible and the indifference of today to 
a volume which is indeed, still ‘‘the best seller” 
but “the Book that nobody knows.” They read 
it as they would any other book, imperfectly 
understanding it, but gaining inspiration and 


passages, slaves to its division into chapters 
and verses, instead of reading its varied 
“books” as self-interpreting literary wholes. 
They regarded it as God-given, a guide for 
personal and social life. We have discovered 
that it consists of the writings of an ancient 
and oriental people, of varied value and all 
very human. How can it help us, then, who live 
in a universe enlarged in time and space and 
explained by modern science? 


Have the Scriptures, therefore, lost their 
power? Or was Pastor Robinson right when 
he said: “God hath yet more light to break 
forth from His word?” A practical test is easy. 
The civilized world today is wrestling with the 
problem of controlling the power of riches, con- 
centrated by the competitive system in a few 
hands, and of preventing the paradox of popu- 
lar poverty in the midst of potential plenty. 
Solution must be found, or. civiliaztion is 
doomed. Has the Bible any light to throw upon 
the problem? If not, it will soon be of interest 
only to the antiquarian. But if we should find 
in it—hidden, unrecognized till needed, like 
the coal beds which met the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury’s demand for a source of power— social 
ideals to guide in the reconstruction before 
us, then, the Hebrew-Christian Scriptures 
would gain a new significance and influence. 


The existence of such ideals is hardly recog- 
nized today. A generation ago, the advocates 
of “the social Gospel’? appealed to the Bible. 
Now, social reformers, even when avowedly 
Christian, following critical or economic the- 
ories, make little use of it. Most people regard 
the Bible as only a guide-book for personal 
eternal salvation—a manual which, now that 
the fear of hell and the hope of heaven have 
faded, may be safely disregarded. But what 
if John Ruskin’s burning words are justified? 
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“You quarrel with Bishop Colenso, as if, for- 
sooth, he denied the Bible and you believed it, 
though, wretches that you are, every deliber- 
ate act of your lives is a new defiance of its 
primary orders! And as if for most of the 
rich men of England today, it were not indeed 
to be desired that the Bible should not be true, 
since against them are written such words as 
these: ‘The rust of your gold and silver shall 
be a witness against you and shall eat your 
flesh as it were fire!’ ” 

Whether they be ‘primary orders” or not, 
depends upon one’s explanation of these re- 
markable writings. But, after life-long study 
of this particular phase of their teachings, the 
writer confidently asserts that they do contain 
consistent social ideals. Through all the 1500 
years of Biblical history and all the profound 
changes in the life of the Hebrew people, those 
ideals develop, indeed, but persist. This essen- 
tial harmony is so clear that no critical ques- 
tions of date and authorship can change its 
significance. With no assumption, save that 
writing which had exerted so profound an 
effect might be expected to have something to 
say upon the economic problem, the writer 
made a rigidly inductive study, selecting all 
passages with any bearing upon production or 
distribution, collating them in each period or 
group of writings, and tracing the historical 
sequence of these utterances. His “findings” 
may be summarized as follows. The Bible is 
open. The reader may test them. 


iL 


THE LAW, attributed to Moses, whenever 
and however its codes were compiled, became 
the basis of the unique development of the 
Jewish people. It has made a profound con- 
tribution to the moral and social conceptions of 
mankind. What was its economic ideal? The 
story of the distribution of the manna, be it 
myth or miracle, expresses that ideal. ‘He that 
gathered much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack.” These words, as 
we shall see, echo through Scripture to the 
end. In accord with this ideal, the land of 
Canaan was to be distributed equitably among 
the families of Israel. To perpetuate such dis- 
tribution, the land, regarded as belonging to 
Jehovah, was to be inalienable. Though a 
family, to meet emergencies, might part with 
its inheritance, only successive crops for not 
more than 50 years could be sold, and the fam- 
ily was to return to possession in the year 
of Jubilee. Access to land, especially when agri- 
culture is the sole industry, insures against 
permanent poverty. Variations in economic 
condition due to such causes as failure of 
crops, death of natural supporters, etc., were 
checked by the obligations imposed upon the 
prosperous to relieve the unfortunate, by the 
right to glean, tithes to provide relief, justice 
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and generosity to those compelled to become 
wage-workers or bond-servants, and loans 
without interest. Such loans, if unpaid, were 
cancelled every seventh year. Seven such 
periods culminated in the complete restora- 
tion of status at the Jubilee. While, thus, pro- 
portionate burdens were imposed upon the 
prosperous, the idle and wasteful were dis- 
ciplined by the temporary loss of land and 
liberty, but could not impair the ultimate in- 
heritance of their children. Obviously, the 
purpose of such provisions was to prevent 
poverty; and in connection with the astonish- 
ing requirement of cancellation of debts, this 
purpose is stated: “No poor with thee!” 


II 


But it is to THE PROPHETS that modern 
scholarship ascribes the creation of faith and 
morality peculiar to Israel. Whatever it de- 
tracts from the Law, it must ascribe to them. 
Hither the Law was the existing standard by 
which they judged their people, or was their 
creation, gradually formulated by their pro- 
tests against social injustice. Judaism as a 
faith survived the fall of the nation because 
the Prophets could explain that fall as the 
result of sin. The chief sins with which they 
charged the nation were idolatry and covetous- 
ness. They were champions of the weak, and 
from Amos on denounced all forms of exploita- 
tion in terms still strikingly applicable to the 
competitive system as we know it today. They 
recognized Divine justice in the natural conse- 
quences of social wrongs. Nations were doomed 
for the same greed on a more colossal scale. 
Tyre, the embodiment of the commercial spirit, 
and Assyria, the robber. Yet they never aban- 
doned the conviction that ultimately “‘the work 
of righteousness shall be peace,” confidence 
and quietness forever. Thus, as De. Lavelye 
said, from the Hebrew Prophets has come the 
leaven of revolution which still stirs the minds 
of mankind. 


Til 


By the side of Priests and Prophets, who 
thus were concerned only with the welfare of 
the nation as a whole, there arose also religious 
thinkers, THE WISE, who asked: What is best 
for the individual? In the Wisdom literature 
is found the nearest approach to our modern 
emphasis. But its economic conclusion con- 
firms the requirement of the Law and the 
Prophets. Ecclesiastes voices the experience of 
one who could say: “I had great possessions 
above all that were before me,’’ and yet had to 
confess that he found all “vanity of vanities!” 
The Song of Solomon concludes: “If a man 
would give all the: substance of his house for 
love, he would be utterly contemned!” The 
Proverbs teach thrift to escape from the evils 

(Continued on page 304) 
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SUCCESSFUL INTER-CHURCH PROJECTS 


® REUBEN A. STAUSS 


3,400 have for three years successfully 

carried on inter-church activities of di- 
verse natures. The efficient manner in which 
problems were solved have proven the healthy 
condition of the inter-church relationship. The 
cooperating churches are, in the order of their 
size, The Evangelical Reformed, The Methodist 
Episcopal, The Evangelical Church, The Chris- 
tian Church. 


The Daily Vacation Church School 


It began in an expanding program of the 
Daily Vacation Church School. This project 
in the Evangelical Church drew upon scores 
of children from all churches. In a ministerial 
conference the suggestion was made and imme- 
diately acted upon that all churches unite in a 
community vacation church school. Workers 
volunteered readily, and each church became 
the center of one of the departments of the 
school. The equipment of the churches served 
as criterion of judgment in housing the depart- 
ments. The school serves approximately 200 
children below the age of 15, and is taught en- 
tirely by volunteer, unpaid workers. 


[sa four protestant churches in a city of 


A Community Camp Meeting 


One of the churches owns a camp ground, 
the oldest in continuous use in their denomina- 
tion. For three generations it has held a most 
influential position in the life of the com- 
munity. Its program has been so well rounded 
and its message of such a universal interest 
that for years every church in the community 
has closed to attend the climaxing services on 
the last Sunday of the camp meeting. Records 
of attendance in Sunday school classes, taught 
by teachers from all churches, range from 
1100 to 1479. 

The past two years this program has been 
expanded. A school of Leadership Training 
has been added. Ministers from neighboring 
churches appear on the afternoon programs for 
inspirational addresses. Last summer a ‘‘Home 
Boy” emphasis was carried out. All ministers 
of all churches, reared in this community, liv- 

_ing reasonably close, were called home to ap- 
pear on the daily programs. Choirs from 
neighboring churches present the music at all 
services of worship. Needless to say, the com- 
munity has responded in a most gratifying 
manner, many insisting upon calling this “Our 
community camp meeting.” 


Leadership Training School 


The enthusiasm for leadership training 
spread from the camp ground to one of the 


churches. After offering four courses, it was 
noted that workers from every church in the 
community were registering. A plan was 
adopted at the next ministerial meeting effect- 
ing the organization of a school of leadership 
training offering four courses. Hach of the 
ministers became accredited through the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education and 
taught one of the courses. The curriculum was 
chosen as follows, designed to interest large 
numbers in the community in its broad scope: 
A Study of the Pupil, The New Testament, 
Missionary Materials and Methods, Church 
History. The workers of the churches regis- 
tered enthusiastically for courses and the re- 
sults have been highly gratifying. 


Christmas Programs 


So accustomed are the people to move freely 
throughout the churches that last year arrange- 
ments were made for each church to offer a 
community Christmas service. The arrange- 
ment was as follows: The Methodist Church 
offered a Christmas Cantata Sunday afternoon 
at 3:30 o’clock. The Christian Church pre- 
sented a mixed program at the usual worship 
hour Sunday evening. (All churches closed 
their doors, to attend this program.) The 
Evangelical Church invited the community to 
a mid-night program of Christmas organ music. 
The Evangelical Reformed Church offered a 
drama Monday (Christmas Day) evening. 
Plans are under way for a similar arrangement 
this year. 


Union Sunday Evening Services 


For three years out-of-doors evening serv- 
ices have been held on the Evangelical Re- 
formed Church lawn. The porch of the par- 
sonage is the speaking platform; folding chairs 
are placed on the spacious lawn for the wor- 
shippers; the church building to the rear of 
the audience assures us of good acoustics. The 
four ministers arrange the speaking to fall in 
line with their vacation plans. By actual count 
the audience ranges from 250 on a rainy eve- 
ning (when we repair to the church) to 550 as 
an average attendance, and 800 when a special 
effort is made to attract large numbers. 


Other Union Projects 

Of course, the lesser church projects usually 
observed in communities are also carried out 
here. The American Legion attend annually 
in a body on Memorial Sunday, rotating among 
the churches. A large attendance supports a 
Thanksgiving worship service, Thursday morn- 
ing at 9:00 A.M. The schools look to the 
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churches for a union baccalaureate service and 
an Education Week Sunday service. 


Direct Benefits 


Thus the churches have unified a rural-urban 
community as no other institution could do. 
These projects have revived confidence in the 
Church and proven the strength of protestant- 
ism in this community. The ministers have 
been spurred to renewed activities, not of a 
competitive order, rather of a cooperative 
nature. Our church workers are freed from 
the spirit of bitter competitive activities. A 
church loyalty prevails among the membership 
which is astonishing to every visiting minister. 

A carry-over is seen in other community pro- 
jects. After four years of disorganization, the 
Kiwanis, International, chapter of our city was 
reorganized with a membership of sixty. The 
Boy Scout organization, a purely community 
project, had been dragging along for several 
years in a haphazard manner. Two years ago, 
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to save it from extinction, a meeting of citizens 
was called in one of the churches. The church 
people saw a vision. One of the noblest young 
men volunteered his services as scout master. 
Public opinion was created and brought to bear 
upon the city council. Through PWA funds 
the old, forsaken city hall was renovated and 
the second floor was turned over to the Boy 
Scout troops. Here the patrols have developed 
one of the finest Boy Scout Halls in southern 
Indiana, so described by district Boy Scout 
officials. A Retail Merchants Association has 
existed in name only since the turmoil of 1929. 
A few months ago this was reorganized and 
now, for the first time in years, the merchants 
are cooperating to draw trade to our little 
city. 

Go where you will, the spirit of optimism 
and good will is virile and contagious. While 
this is a small city with a big country about 
it, it is definitely ‘on the map” of community 
achievement and inter-church activities. 


FESTIVAL OF THE TRINITY 


June 7 The Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20. “In the name 


of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


e L. W. RUPP 


Ghost.” 


“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Al- 


mighty!” 


whole the two divisions of the Church Year. 

The festival half of the year closed with 
Pentecost; in it the story is of what the Triune 
God has done for our salvation. Now we see 
the processes by which the Salvation made ef- 
fective by the Triune God operates in this pres- 
ent work in building the Kingdom of God and 
in leading the Church Militant toward that con- 
summation for which our hearts yearn. 

CONFESSION. The Festival of the Holy 
Trinity differs radically from all other festivals 
of the Church Year. This day is “an expres- 
sion of a great Doctrine by the Church, and her 
adoring worship of God, the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.” (Strodach.) This being so, be 
not afraid of “the old traditional faith,” but 
affirm it. 

Draw the parallel between “some doubted” 
(verse 17) and questionings now. This is our 
day to make the honest confession out of the 
sincere heart. Before we enter upon the “after 
Trinity” days we must take our stand on the 
essential confession of our Christian faith. 

RECAPITULATION. In our confession we 
affirm our belief that the Triune God accom- 
plished all things necessary to open for us the 
gates of life. We then review all things done 
by the Trinity as we have commemorated them 


Ke text serves to link into a complete 


through the festival half of the year, Advent, 
The Epiphany, Lenten-Tide, The Easter Sea- 
son. We shall read again the stories of the 
Nativity, of the Resurrection, and of Whit- 
sunday. 

We do this that we may see Him, and wor- 
ship Him (verse 17). We follow step by step. 
We see the Savior in lowly form in Bethlehem; 
the stages of His deep humility as the offering 
for sin; His rising in triumph from the tomb; 
the coming of ‘the promises of the Father,”’ the 
Comforter. It will be hard in the limits of one 
sermon to do justice to the opportunities of 
such a review. 

OBLIGATION. This is one of the five pas- 
sages containing the Great Commission. From 
this command has come the Christian Church. 
The “go ye,” which is plain enough, depends 
on the other phrase, ‘“‘teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” 
We are reminded of our Pentecost text which 
opened with Christ-centered love, and con- 
cluded with the historical fact of a grand in- 
gathering. The obligation to go is but a part 
of the commission of Christ; it is equally im- 
portant to observe those things which God has 
commanded us! And in these “modern days” 
the discussion of what God has commanded 
might lead us into most interesting matters. 
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COMMENDATION. “Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 
We do not stop with this text, or with this 
day. We go on through such days as the Lord 
shall give us, and in these coming days we shall 
stand in much need of the divine presence. 
Here is our commendation, resting upon the 
clear Word. The conclusion is exactly that of 


Pentecost: “I will not leave you comfortless; 
I come again to you.” But the conditions re- 
main, namely, the confession of a sound doc- 
trine; knowledge of God’s mighty provisions 
for the saving of souls; the obligation resting 
on the believer. Then shall the Blessed Trinity 
ever accomplish the perfect work of righteous- 
ness in and through us. 


WHAT IS THIS SOCIAL GOSPEL? 


@ AARON N. MECKEL 

HAVE read with mingled admiration and 
] respect the articles in the Hwpositor treat- 
ing of the social Gospel. There is something 
genuinely helpful said by our divers and sun- 
dry brethren that throws a new shaft of light 
on our common task from time to time. But, 
aren’t some of us laboring under an illusion— 
namely, that this so-called “‘social Gospel” is a 
modern phenomenon? Thus one hears the 
social Gospel variously harangued and mali- 
ciously labeled by some who derisively refer to 
it as mere “ethics!”’ 

With some of these thoughts in mind I went 
to my study shelf the other day and took down 
Robertson’s Sermons. I was seeking to deluge 
my soul in some much-needed ancient verities 
when my finger ran along the heading of one 
sermon entitled “To Men of Wealth!” Indeed, 
thought I, and what could this ‘“‘voice”’ of the 
nineteenth century have to say to men of 
wealth in his congregation? The sermon was 
preached from the well-known and haughty 
words of Nabal to David’s servants in I Sam- 
uel 25:10-11. And what a sermon it was! 
Several facts about Robertson’s preaching of 
the social Gospel became readily apparent to a 
modern preacher: It had remarkable BAL- 
ANCE. It was not the prejudices and opinions 
of the preacher that winged this sermon to its 
height. It marched forward like a well-groomed 
battalion upon the sheer basis of SPIRITUAL 
AND MORAL PRINCIPLES. And is it not just 
here that so much of our so-called social gos- 
pel preaching runs amuck—in that we air out 
our opinions while we ought to be enunciating 
spiritual principles. Again, I noted the MYS- 


TICAL DEPTH of the preacher’s message! It 
represented a shaft sunk deep into the heart of 
God. “Nothing can be more false than the 
popular theory that ameliorated outward con- 
dition is the panacea for the evils of society. 
The Gospel begins from within and works out- 
ward.” Verily, the social Gospel is nothing 
more or less than the Gospel of Christ Cruci- 
fied socially APPLIED! 

Finally, the message of this famous pulpiteer 
was shot through with tremendous moral 
COURAGE! Hear this clarion and indictment 
of moral cowardice in the pulpit: “For three 
long centuries we Anglican divines have taught 
submission to the powers that be, as if that 
were the only text in Scripture bearing on the 
relations between the ruler and the ruled. 
Rarely have we dared to demand of the powers 
that be, justice; of the wealthy man and the 
titled, duties. We have produced folios of 
slavish flattery upon the Divine Right of 
Power. Shame on us! We have not denounced 
the wrongs done to weakness: and yet for 
one text in the Bible which requires submis- 
sion and patience from the POOR, you will 
find a hundred which denounce the vices of 
the RICH and woe to US in the great day of 
God, if we have been sycophants of the rich in- 
stead of redressers of the poor man’s wrongs— 
woe to us if we have been tutoring David into 
respect to his superior, Nabal, and forgotten 
that David’s cause, not Nabal’s, is the cause of 
God.” 

Brethren, is this great “voice” speaking to a 
hushed congregation assembled at Brighton, 
England, in 1851, or to you and me? 


CHURCHER baNtS 


e ELBERT M. CONOVER 


Director of The Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture 


be studied before the church even thinks 

of blueprints and specifications or ap- 
points a building committee. For what pur- 
pose is the proposed new building to be used? 
For children? How many? Of what ages? For 
adults? For young people? For worship? For 
religious education For community service? 
For worship? How, when, where and why? 

The plans for the building will depend upon 
the program of ministries the church should 
render in its particular community. Every 
church is differently situated regarding the 
people to be served, industrial or other devel- 
opments that may affect the growth of the 
community and any other conditions that affect 
the service that the church should render. Ex- 
cept in rare cases plans used for other churches 
will not do. 

Once there was a book entitled, “What to 
Do Before the Doctor Comes;’’ there is much 
to do before the architect comes. Before ap- 
pointing a building committee for the pro- 
posed new edifice or remodeling of an existing 
building, a Survey-Program or Policy Com- 
mittee, representative of all the departments 
and interests of the church should be appoint- 
ed. It is the task of this committee to help the 
church determine the program of work it feels 
responsible for conducting within its portals. 
A year is not too long a time to occupy in 
working out such a program. 

The work of this committee will fall into 
four general divisions. 

I. Study of the Community 

This study should include a religious census 
of the entire parish territory; trends of popu- 
lation; transportation facilities—every factor 
that may affect the future growth of the com- 
munity and character of its population. The 
study should include a consideration of other 
churches and other educational, social, recrea- 
tional and cultural institutions. 


Il. Study of Modern Trends in the Church 
Generally 


The Program Committee should make a 
thorough-going study of the Christian Church, 
with the thought that the individual local 
church will wish to harmonize its ideal and pro- 
gram with what seems to be the larger onward 
sweep of the Church generally. The program 
and equipment of other successful churches 
may also be studied, recognizing, however, that 
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differences in the community or specific con- 
tions may affect the program of any given 
church. 

The needed ministrations of the church 
may be studied under three divisions, namely: 
worship; religious education; fellowship, ser- 
vice and recreation. 


III. Formulating the Building Program 


After making a study of the community and 
of the church program, the committee should 
assemble a list of all the rooms and equipment 
required to enable the church adequately to 
conduct its ministries. 

Consulting Service. At this point, or prefer- 
ably at the very jnitiation of the program, the 
services of a consulting agency may profitably 
be employed. Through such an agency the re- 
sults of a wealth of experience may be brought 
to bear upon the local problem, resulting possi- 
bly in a great economy of time and effort. The 
consultant will point out how rooms may be util- 
ized for various activities; how economies may 
be practiced without detriment to efficiency; 
stereopticon views, photographs and plans of 
modern buildings, rooms and equipment may 
be exhibited. 

The building program should contain a long 
list of items of which the following are a few 
examples: 

1, Site and location. Easily accessible? Ade- 

quate size? Plan for landscaping. 

2. The building plan 

a. Sanctuary. Number of adult sittings. 
Choir. How will a worshipful effect be 
secured? Type of glass; heating, venti- 
lation, lighting. 
b. Church School. List of departments and 
classes; attendance to be provided for in 
each, and number of square feet per at- 
tendant; type of decoration; clear glass 
windows; location of various rooms: 
workers’ library, teacher training class, 
etc. 
c. Fellowship and Service. Parish hall: 
clear floor area and ceiling height; stage; 
rooms available for dressing rooms for 
dramatics, pageants, etc.; Church parlor: 
fireplace; Boys’ Club Room; Girls’ Club 
Room; Men’s Lounge; Bowling Alleys, ete. 
3. Administration 
Church office; office and consultation room 
for minister and staff, 
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4. Equipment. Cleaning equipment; storage 


space; blackboards; list of tables required 
and heights; chairs, pews, and! their 
heights; kitchen equipment; plumbing and 
sanitary equipment; facilities for darken- 
ing rooms in daytime; cloak room, etc. 


5. Check List 


A check list to include every item such as 
drinking fountains required, and all the 
above items should be prepared. Then 
when the preliminary plans are displayed, 
the use of this check list will prevent 
omission of important facilities. Even the 
smallest building enterprise will prove far 
more successful if such a program is fol- 
lowed. 


The Program or Policy Committee may be 
authorized to secure, through the consulting 
agency, preliminary plans that will indicate 
how the building problem may be solved. These 
plans should be exhibited through stereopticon 
slides so that the entire committee and church 
board will understand from the beginning what 
possible building plans are being proposed. 


While the Program Committee is doing its 
work, it may be advisable to organize two addi- 
tional committees—Promotional and Financial. 
The Promotional Committee will study and 
prepare plans for keeping the congregation 
and community informed and interested re- 
garding the advance program. The pastor 
should be an active member of this committee, 
for church building and improvement is a 
thoroughly religious enterprise. It should be 
founded on and sustained by the finest re- 
ligious motives. A carefully prepared pro- 
gram of preaching and instruction should be 
carried on at this time. 


The Financial Committee, long in advance of 
any actual construction or improvement, 
should study various financial programs and 
learn how to found this important division 
of the work on such motives and methods that 
the highest possible religious values will be 
developed throughout the entire building pro- 
gram. The Financial Committee, too, might 
very profitably employ specially experienced 
counsel for their work. 


The Pastor’s Leadership. The House of God 
is as truly an instrument in kingdom building 
as Christian literature, the hymns or any 
other means of spiritual growth. The minister 
need not become an architect or a builder; he 
has an important task that an architect or 
builder cannot accomplish. The minister should 
realize the great possibilities of spiritual 
growth and evangelistic advance in connection 
with the improvement of the holy sanctuary. 
The church membership itself may be led to 
greater heights of devotion and _ sacrifice; 
many should be attracted and won to the 


church that is making material advances in its 
work. . 

Letters of inquiry, seeking more detailed 
suggestions regarding any phase of building, 
equipment and the use of the House of God, 
may be addressed to Rev. E. M. Conover in 
care of the Hxpositor and Homiletic Review. 
They will be welcome and will receive brother- 
ly consideration. 
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Wist Ye Not 


HEY may be out when this sees print but 
"[inow they are digging. Forty-eight hours 

ago or more, I sat before my radio from 
which came the words, “We are almost to them. 
It may take a half an hour or so but victory is 
in sight.” 

And still they dig, up there in that remote, 
Nova Scotian wilderness and still the half- 
hour reports come in, “That is all the news we 
have at this time. In thirty minutes we will 
broadcast again.” 

And the crowd, drawn to that bleak spot, has 
been drawn by the physical jeopardy in which 
two human forms lie, one hundred and forty 
feet below the surface where they have been 
entombed alive for ten days. 

I sit and shudder for my mind carries me 
back not too many years, to a rock hole two 
hundred feet below a well-traveled section of 
Barren County, Kentucky. No one knows how 
dark dark can be until they are deprived of 
the light. No one can know how the dank, 
damp underground chill settles into the very 
marrow, until warmth is withheld. The picture 
which comes to us over the air and through the 
press is more terrifying to contemplate than he 
who has never been retained, a while, below 
can comprehend. 

Still, on the surface, surrounding that rock 
pit stand hundreds, most of whom know. Rock- 
miners are there, come from afar, drawn by 
the heart-hold that binds all humanity into a 
unity in spite of wars and rumors of war. 
There stand experts, representative of a half 
dozen or more fields of human activity, there 
stand mechanical and scientific equipment 
brought in over miles. of heartrending wilder- 
ness trail, all, all because three men, now but 
two, are in dire need of help. 

In the hour of tragedy when the Reaper’s 
scythe comes nearer with every swing, we still 
intuitively measure our needs in the sphere of 
the physical. I would be the last to ignore the 
needs of the entombed men’s bodies. They 
must be served but it is interesting to note, 
especially after the death of one of the three 
and with death for the remaining two a mo- 
mentary possibility, that of the hundreds there 
to save the bodies, only one has arrived with 
spiritual needs in mind, 
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As long as death is a possibility, and it 
doesn’t call for ten-day entombment in an 
old gold mine to make it possible, the earnest 
pastor is found where folks are found, for 
there he is needed. The Reverend Mr. William 
H. Elgee of Dartmouth, N. 8., seems to com- 
prehend this fact as all ministers should. ‘“‘Wist 


ye not?” 


Insidious Propaganda 


N a column by Raymond Clapper credited 
| to the Scripps-Howard Newspapers is this 
item: ‘“Clergymen polled by the Literary 
Digest are 70 per cent against the New Deal, a 
larger percentage than registered against it in 
the country at large, which was 62 per cent 
hostile. Which is a curious commentary on a 
profession ordained to the service of the Man 
of Galilee who spoke the Sermon on the 
Mount.” 


Such a statement is amazing in its insidious 
implication. It compares the so-called New 
Deal to the teachings of the Christ. By implica- 
tion it imputes the sanctity of Divinity to both. 
One wonders that an intelligent person would 
thus speak or write. 


Without going into the merits or demerits of 
the New Deal it is a fact that it is man made. 
And any man made social system has its de- 
fects. The Gospel of Jesus is eternal in its 
truth. The social attempts of a generation are 
too much influenced by temporary hopes and 
fears, as well as that thing called expediency. 


Clergymen have had too much experience 
following panaceas and social systems. Too 
often certain interests have attempted to make 
the clergy their tools. Clergymen know the 
danger of following a momentary system which 
is fashionable. They know they have some- 
thing eternal. To exchange the eternal Gospel 
of Jesus for a political, social or economic 
system is to leave one’s self poor indeed. 

Insidious propaganda is a dangerous thing. 
It is the way of folly. It should never make a 


clergyman remove the anchor of his faith.— 
W.R.S. 
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Go Ye Therefore 


AM often impressed with the endless time 
| and concern we modern-day pastors give 

to the defense of the Bible. We consume 
volumes of our own day and those that dip well 
into the past. We study again all the evidential 
material upon which we are able to place our 
hands. We use a high-powered lens in our 
examination and when we have finished we 
repair to our pulpits with a “‘just-as-I-have- 
_ said” attitude. We know the Bible has not only 
stood the test of time in the face of most bit- 
ter and continued assault, we know that it is 
still the “best seller,’ we know that it is just 
what it purports to be. And in that knowledge 
there is joy to our souls. 

Yet there is nothing new or convincing in 
the result of our study. Men have been doing 
that for generations uncounted. We are sim- 
ply pushing over an already well-plowed field, 
with our little pointed stick. Busy? Of course 
we are busy and unless the foundation be 
firmly laid no safe super-structure may be 
reared. That we know the while we overlook 
the fact there still stand the buildings of man 
centuries after the hands of skilled craftsman- 
ship which reared them have been stilled from 
their labors. 

What I’m attempting to say is that sturdy 
foundations of lasting texture are not particu- 
larly an outstanding characteristic of the day 
in which we live. In fact it might not be diffi- 
cult to prove that other generations have built 
better than we. In any event we do not lack for 
a sure foundation upon which we may build a 
Creed. The foundation has been built. It has 
set. Why not accept it for what it is? 


That pastor who has dug back into his Semi- 

nary Class books, among others, from which to 
cull here and there of striking ‘‘evidences”’ 
both internal and external for the purpose to 
“proving” to his people the dependability of 
the Rock might be surprised, if with identical 
zeal and ardor and effort he try preaching the 
Word instead of proving it. 

The Bible is its own able defense. Little in- 
deed can mortal add. So stop defending and 


start proclaiming. 


The Mouths of Babies 


T was Dr. Roy Smith’s little church paper 
| which brought it and it is worth passing on. 
Being a tiny one his misdemeanor could 

not have been more than a tiny one. Yet par- 
ental training must continue, so, with his 
pudgy cheeks tear-stained and maybe a little 
pout fighting for place about two little red lips, 
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he climbed the stair with lagging feet and made 
his way, early, to bed, a punished tot. 

Later, upon his own retirement, the dis- 
ciplinarian found pinned to his pillow a soiled 
piece of paper covered with a child’s scrawl 
which read, ‘If fathers were more kind to their 
children their children would love them more,” 
and in the lower corner the simple signature, 
“Gods 

Nor was it the first time childish, unaffected 
simplicity has struck fire from the flint we 
sightless elders tread upon. 

Except ye become as little children, is some- 
thing to think about these days, something to 
covet. Of course, even though we may and not 
infrequently do get to the place where in our 
utterances and our acts we would pose as 
possessing divine prerogatives and speak with 
a finality and authority accorded only to diety, 
the mere signing of the name of God at the 
bottom of the sheet, doesn’t make us God any 
more than it made the other pouting young- 
ster God, a fact we too often forget. 

But in that little note, to a human father 
from a very human son there is a striking 
amount of simple, frank, unalloyed faith in 
the one whose name was signed as being the 
only one worth turning to with the burdens 
and cares of a perplexing life. 

I’m not at all certain that “If fathers would 
be more kind to their children, and incidently 
the children of others, their children wouldn’t 
love them more.” 


I’m not at all certain that God wouldn’t, too. 
: ute 


A FEW WORDS FROM THE PASTOR 


1. There are three kinds of members in our 
churches; informed, uninformed, and mis- 
informed. 

2. The Christian missionary enterprise rests 
first of all on our Christian imperative 
“Go Ye,’”’ and secondly upon the needs of 
distant lands, ‘‘Come over and help us.”’ 

8. Any Army is lost and defeated when its 
soldiers lose faith in their leaders or in 
their cause. 

4. If God was in Christ trying to reconcile 
the world unto himself man was also in 
Christ trying to find the Loving Father. 

5. The function of Religion is to furnish an 
atmosphere where men can share the best 
that they have found about life. 

6. The per capita expenditure for cigarettes 
last year was $17, while the per capita 
contribution for Benevolence in our 
church last year was $8 per member. 


CHURCH METH @ Ds 


Endowment Gifts for Alice Dayton 


This Children’s Day Program is inspirational, designed to emphasize Christian character, and 


will permit the participation of every member of the Sunday School and congregation. 


The 


“gifts” while abstract, should be done up in parcels according to the measure of the virtue be- 
stowed, the name of gift plainly shown on parcel. Hach donor presenting a gift will also carry @ 
candle (lighted) bearing a small poster with nume of gift and individual or group presenting 
gift. The gift is placed in designated place by attendant, and the candle is received by an attend- 
ant, and placed with others on a board or receptacle designed for the candles. These should remain 


lighted throughout the service. 


Alice Dayton is a small child, old enough to sit up and take notice of activities, and is merely 


representative of all children. 


She may be seated on divan, high chair at table, or other suitable 


pose, with nurse. The gifts will include every conceivable quality of good character and Christian 
grace, from Mother, Father, Sisters, Brothers, Friends, Teachers, Sunday School, Church, Pastor. 


Organ Prelude, “Cradle Song,” MacFarlane. 
Seripture, Luke 9:37-48. 


Hymn, “Love Divine, All Love Excelling,” 
Beecher, 8, 7, 8, 7, D. 

Pastor: “God hath in his wisdom placed this 
little child in our keeping, and has given us the 
grace to represent him in the teaching and 
training of this child, who is merely representa- 
tive of all children. In the ineffably beautiful 
story of the early days of the Christ Child writ- 
ten by St. Luke, we find the experience and mis- 
sion of all children. (Read Luke 1:76-80.) Be- 
cause we as members of families, family 
friends, members of this church, and others all 
have an interest and responsibility in the wel- 
fare of this child, as in all children among us, 
we are taking this occasion to make a public and 
impressive presentation of the virtues we desire 
her to possess. Since the Mother and Father of 
this child desire most earnestly to endow her 
with precious gifts of health and character, 
they will lead in their presentation.” (Pastor 
extends hands in invitation. Organ plays softly 
while gifts are presented, the name of gift, m 
each case repeated distinctly by attendant so all 
may hear.) 


Mother (Approaches with large bundle of 
“Tove” and “Health.”): Accept this gift of 
enduring love that will envelop thee and hover 
over thee every minute and hour of the day and 
night, even as the love of God from whom this 
gift descendeth. (Attendant accepts gift for 
child, and places lighted candle in middle of 
place designed for it.). This gift of health is 
made possible through the virtues and training 
bestowed upon thy parents by those who have 
gone before, and I gladly and prayerfully pass 
it on to thee. 


Father (Approaches with large bundles of 
“Joy,” “Courage” and “Steadfastness.”) : These 


gifts of my love are placed in thy keeping with 
the yearning hope that they may take root im- 
mediately and flourish hourly, until their 
power will overshadow all else and cause the 
glad acceptance of any responsibility God may 
place upon thee. 

(The following gifts are suggestive and may 
be divided among the S. S. Classes, Grown-ups, 
both men and women, Young People, Boy 
Scouts, Teachers, etc.) 


Beauty Obedience 
Truthfulness Wisdom 
Desire to learn Winsomeness 
Cooperation Hearing 
Poetry Playmates 
Helpfulness Endurance 
Adaptability Growth 
Clean Speech Dignity 
Poise Temperance 
Cleanliness Good Nature 
Faith Humility 
Chastity Generosity 
Hope Gaiety 
Laughter Good Eyes 
Love of Parents Music 

Love of Teachers Grace 

Love of Church Concentration 
Love of Unfortunates Happiness 


Desire to Help Others 

Desire to Share in Responsibility 

(As many more may be added as desired, 
with an appropriate word of greeting as gift is 
presented. A list of all gifts should be made, 
and copies should be presented to all children 
in the congregation, either on cards or booklet.) 


Hymn: “A Charge to Keep I Have,” Wesley, 
or “Sow in the Morn,” Montgomery. 


Offering for “Unfortunate children.” 
Benediction. 
Organ. 
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Children’s Day Service 

It is the practice in many churches to award 
recognition for Sunday School attendance, and 
conscientious work in connection with the 
Children’s Day Service and Class Promotions. 
It is instructive and inspirational to submit 
well-chosen questions regarding the funda- 
mental] teachings of Christ’s way of life to the 
various classes. Where the registration or 
membership is large, it is necessary for the class 
to vote a representative member of the class 
to answer the questions. In small Sunday 
Schools, the members called upon answer the 
questions. 

An impressive service of meditation may be 
arranged by combining suitable musical selec- 
tions with the following Scripture readings: 

Luke 1:76-80. 

Luke 9:37-48. 

Luke 18:15-17. 

Mark 9:21-24. 

John 13:33-36. 

A Children’s Choir may appropriately take 
part in the service, by singing refrains as a 
background for the Scripture readings. 


Character Building 

As an illustration of the act-by-act, and 
hour-by-hour steps in the building of char- 
acter, a large chart showing the Woolworth or 
the Wrigley Towers may be used. It is not 
necessary that illustrations be correct in de- 
tail, but rather the fact should be brought out 
that the towers are the concrete result of col- 
lecting nickles and dimes. The towers were 
possible through the power of small coins, just 
as the building of character is dependent upon 
our behaviour, even in the smallest incidents. 
Emphasize the need for trustworthiness in the 


- smallest details of our daily lives. 


The Story That God Is Love 

This children’s day service arranged by Ruth 
Dry Rhyne is a combination of music and 
prose, suitable for small children, and may be 
ordered at 60 cents a dozen from the Publica- 
tion House, 1228-34 Spruce Street, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. Programs of like nature may be 
secured from denominational publication 
houses. A request for samples addressed to 
the demoinational houses will bring you 
prompt help. 

e 


A Service to Our Readers 
qh Methods section is a common meeting ground 


for ministers everywhere. Kinks and ideas concern- 
ing the management of Church Institutions, Groups, 
Associations, questions ‘on Building, etc., are welcomed. 
Questions will be answered when accompanied by a 
stamped, addressed envelope. 


Candle-Light Baptismal Service 

Lighting a candle at the actual time of Bap- 
tism to represent the new light and life for 
Christ is an impressive part of a Children’s 
Day Baptismal Service. The candles are 
lighted one by one, as the vows are spoken by 
the sponsors. Where adults are received, a 
light should be added for each convert or new 
member. The candles may bear the name of 
the member baptised, and should be presented 
to the new members at a later service. This 
presentation may be made impressive, and the 
candles will be cherished by those who receive 


them. 
e 


Adequate Church Insurance 

I am renewing my subscription for two 
years. Perhaps you could arrange a “per- 
petual” subscription, like the insurance policy 
which I describe here. Neglecting as I have 
done to pay one’s Hxpositor subscription is like 
letting one’s insurance policy lapse. 

It was probably around 19238 that an article 
on “Inadequate Church Insurance,” was pub- 
lished in The Expositor and filed in my cabinet, 
which prompted my statements on the above 
subject. I describe here the “perpetual” poli- 
cies held by Grace Church, United Brethren in 
Christ, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, of which I am 
pastor. 

Some years ago I read in The Expositor an 
account of the destruction of a large Kansas 
City Church by fire, just after the installation 
of a new pipe organ. Some felt defective wiring 
was the cause of the fire, others spontaneous 
combustion. The insurance was only $67,000; 
the cost of replacing nearly $200,000. The edi- 
torial comment, “think of it, a burden of 
$137,000 needlessly placed upon the congre- 
gation and community, and unfortunately this 
is not an isolated case,” provided food for 
thought. 

“The efforts of visitors at Monte Carlo to get 
the best of the man who handles the game 
boards are no more sure of failure in the long 
run than are the efforts of the Church Trustees 
to get the better of the law of averages which 
controls ultimately the matter of losses by 
fire.” 

Because others may want to avail themselves 
of the insurance plan used at Grace Church, 
I am outlining it for Hxpositor readers. At the 
suggestion of one of our Trustees, Mr. E. E. 
Sellers, now deceased, we purchased from seven 
old-line companies what is known as “perpet- 
ual” insurance. The Church building, erected 
in 1930, is now insured for $120,000, or eighty 
per cent of its value. The cost of this amount 
of insurance was $3000, or ten times the annual 
premium of $2.60 per $1000. We have the satis- 
faction of having one of the most adequately 
insured churches in the United Brethren de- 
nomination, with no danger of policy lapses, 
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and at the same time we are not worrying 
about a $300 insurance item jin our annual ex- 
pense budget. 

As our church building depreciates in value 
with the passing years, our trustees may cancel 
a portion of the insurance and the companies 
will refund ninety per cent of the original cost 
of the cancelled portion. Mr. Sellers and his 
fellow Trustees have built a memorial to them- 
selves by so definitely refusing to gamble with 
the uncertainties of the future —I. S. Ernst, 
DaPD. 

e 
Blames Church Buildings for “Stayer-Awayers” 

Blaming unattractive buildings for dwin- 
dling church attendance, E. M. Conover of 
New York, director of the inter-denomina- 
tional bureau of architecture, said, according 
to the Associated Press at Columbus, Ohio, 
that “the most atrocious and unintelligent 
architecture in America is concentrated in 
Protestant churches.” 

Mr. Conover, attending the general confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal church, said he 
expected church building and modernizing to 
total more than $60,000,000 during 1936. 


e 
Wedding Service 

This wedding service may be adapted for the 
special service conducted by many ministers 
for all couples in the church whose marriage 
was performed by present pastors. In many 
instances all couples are honor guests, and the 
service is a renewal of marriage vows. 


The Presentation 

The Minister: Who will present the bride 
in marriage? 

Response: I will. 

The Minister: You will take her right hand 
and place it in his, signifying that you surren- 
der her to his care and keeping forever. 

Invocation 

Our Father, we thank Thee for friendship, 
for its strength and sustaining power in life; 
but we thank Thee more for that eternal rela- 
tion called love, in which two lives live and 
move and have their being in each other’s life. 
We are here to honor that relation existing 
between these two, and we entreat Thee to 
bless us in this service. May Jesus of Nazareth, 
who attended the wedding at Cana of Galilee, 
be present at this marriage, that He may be the 
head of this new made home, the silent listener 
to every conversation and the unseen Guest 
of every meal; that He may give to this home 
His joy, His peace and His prosperity through 
all the years to come; we ask it in His name 
and for His sake. Amen. 

Exhortation 

Marriage had for its origin God the Father, 
and is the sign, symbol and seal of true love. 
By this union you are to become one in tem- 


poral interest and destiny, being one already in 
taste and feeling. You are to yemember and 
keep not only the vows you take here in the 
presence of God and these witnesses, but also 
those tender vows you gave to each other with 
only God listening. Those are just as sacred 
and as binding as any that you may assume, 
and may I ask of you not to break the smallest 
vow or promise that you have given to each 
other. To break a small vow is an opportunity 
and excuse for breaking a larger one. On the 
other hand, constantly renew your vows that 
you may remember them. You will find we are 
all only human. We have our faults and make 
our mistakes, and those who love us and live 
with us must be patient and tender, loyal, 
willing to forgive and willing to forget. Never 
let a day pass with a single misunderstanding 
between you; it is the misunderstandings that 
cause much of the trouble in married life—a 
misunderstood word or a misinterpreted look 
and then all goes wrong. Be frank; confess 
all; forgive all; close every day right and then 
there cannot be a bad day in your life, and 
every new day will be a day of love and com- 
panionship. Your companionship has been 
built upon the three eternal virtues of an 
attentive ear, an instructive tongue and a 
faithful breast; and these three must be the 
bulwark of your home—an attentive ear to 
each others’ sorrows and joys whatever they 
may be—an instructive tongue that speaks 
only with the thought and in the tone of 
kindness and love—and a breast faithful to 
the secrets of the home which must be care- 
fully kept and cautiously guarded. Do not 
tell your misunderstandings outside of the 
home—to do so is traitorship; it only increases 
and exaggerates the trouble—it never settles 
it. True, you will find those who pretend to be 
your friends who are glad to listen to such, but, 
beware, they are not your friends. If you will 
ask the strength and help of your Heavenly 
Father, He will give you the strength, for- 
bearance and patience that are necessary fora 
happy home. And now, in token that your 
hearts are joined together in such love, you 
will please join right hands. 


Hand Clasp Vows 

Mrs 22sec ates 

This woman whom you hold by the right 
hand is to be your wife. In your life, charac- 
ter and conduct lies all of her happiness in life. 
She has given you the most sacred thing under 
Heaven—a woman’s life and a woman’s love. 
She can give you nothing more. And you may 
bring her great joy or cause her tragic sorrow. 
It is not what you may bring to her in a mate- 
rial way that will make happiness—riches with- 
out love are nothing—‘“the gift without the 
giver is bare.” Rich gifts wax poor when givers 
prove unkind. But will be the practice of those 
same virtues as husband that you have shown 
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as lover that will keep her won to your heart. 
And you vow here as you have promised her 
that you will be true and loyal, patient in sick- 
ness, comforting in sorrow, and under all cir- 
cumstances and conditions that you will be 
willing to forgive and forget. Do you so vow? 
MISS___ 

This man who you hold by the right hand is 
to be your husband. In your life and love lies 
all of his help and inspiration in life. He is 
going to look to you for encouragement, for 
cheerfulness and confidence. No matter what 
the world may say or may think; people may 
forget him, neglect him, lose confidence in him 
and turn their backs upon him, but you must 
not. It has been truly said: “Behind every 
successful man stands a more _ successful 
woman,” and may your life be the inspiration 
and your love the protection that he will need 
to play the part of life well. And you vow 
here, as you have promised him, that you will 
be patient in adversity, ministering to him in 
affliction, comforting him in sorrow, and that 
at all times you will exercise mercy that for- 
gives and forgets. Do you so vow? 


Ring Service 


Have you the ring to present as a symbol 
that these vows shall be faithfully kept and 
truly performed? 

The ring is presented. 

You will further seal your vows with this 


Do you vow in placing this ring upon her 
finger that your love will be as unchangeable as 

_ its form, as unending as its circle, and as 
radiant as its lustre. Do you so vow? 

, Miss_ eee i 

3 Do you vow in accepting this ring that your 
love will be as unfading as its splendor, as en- 

during as its shape, and as endless as its circle? 

Do you so vow? 

This ring is indeed to bind and hold your 
lives together, come what may; and whenever 
or wherever either of you may see this ring 
may it call to mind and heart the obligations 
_ you have taken here with your hands resting 
on God’s Holy Word, and those tender vows 
you gave to each other in secret with only God 
- listening; you vowed that you would be pa- 
tient, tender, forbearing and forgiving. Thus 
in the difficulties and misunderstandings of life 
may that ring remind you of these obligations 
and call to heart those tender vows, teaching 
you and telling you to be kind, forgiving and 
forbearing; thus speaking to you the ring will 
indeed bind and hold your lives and hearts 
together. 


Benediction 
Eternal Father, we entreat Thee for Thy 
blessing and beseech Thee for Thy guidance as 
these two go out upon this new pathway of 
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life; give them strength for their tasks, en- 
couragement for each discouragement and 
prosperity as a fruit of their toil. And, O 
Father, watch their steps and guard their lips, 
lest in a moment of anger or haste they do a 
thing or say a word that would cause love’s fair 
dream to fade away or love’s fair flower to 
droop and die; but when they have wronged 
each other (as we all do for we are all human), 
may they have the love and loyalty to forgive 
and forget. 

Grant that though the tasks of life are hard 
and the day is long, still at each eventide may 
they know the joy, the sweetness and strength 
of love’s old story and love’s old sweet song. 
And may that love that ‘‘beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
all things, the love that is kind, not easily pro- 
voked, seeketh not her own, taketh no account 
of evil,” may that love bind and bless, conse- 
create you one to another, now and evermore. 


The Lord bless you and keep you, 

The Lord cause His face to shine upon you and 
be gracious unto you, 

The Lord lift up His countenance and give you 
peace, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

—Clinton C. Cox, D. D., Drexel Park Presby. 
Church, Chicago, Ill. 

e 


The Churchgoer Smiles 

The reasons often given for staying away 
from church are rather ludicrous when applied 
to some other institution. For example substi- 
tute “the movies” or ‘‘the art institute’ for 
“church. 

1. ’'m out of the habit of going to the 
movies, I’d better not go tonight. 

2. I have not been to the movies for so long 
the walls would fall in if I should go. 

3. I know a man who has gone to the movies 
for years and he is no better than I am. 

4. There are as many good people outside of 
the movies as inside. 

5. Too many hypocrites attend the movies. 
They don’t live up to the teachings of the 
movies and so I stay home. 

6. I stay away from the movies because of 
the kind of folks who support them. I wouldn’t 
sit in the same room with Mr. So-and-So. 

7. The performers get more money than I 
do—why should I keep them in good cars and 
expensive clothes? 

8. I don’t like the people in charge of the 
movies. 

9. I can get the same relaxation and inspira- 
tion that I get in the movies elsewhere. 

10. I stay away from the movies because I 
went when I was a child. 

11. I need new clothes before I can go to 
the movies. 

12. I have a friend visiting me and I don’t 
know whether he likes the movies or not, and I 
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never meddle with a man’s private opinions. 

13. I don’t go to the movies because they 
admit foreigners. 

14, I don’t go to the movies because the 
directors never call on me. 

15. I don’t go to the movies because when I 
went the last time not a soul spoke to me.— 
Robert C. Carlson, Rosyln Hts., N. Y. 

e 


The Junior Pulpit 

In this letter I wish to express my appre- 
ciation of the splendid help afforded by The 
Expositor. Its articles, sermons and illustra- 
tions are very timely and helpful to the busy 
minister. I also wish to thank you for the cata- 
log service rendered me along the line of 
Junior Pulpit work. It has put me in contact 
with several splendid publications in this field. 
—Earl V. Hill, Windsor. 

e 
Special Sundays with the Scholars’ Share 

Certain festivals and special occasions come 
round to us all—the School Anniversary, the 
Harvest Festival, Christmas, Easter. But some- 
times, even in quite small departments, the 
usual order of service may give place to a “‘spe- 
cial” occasion of our very own. Scholars are 
specially interested in helping to plan such ser- 
vices, and specially ready to take some share in 
them. For instance: 

A Guide or Scout Service—or a Boys’ Bri- 
gade or Girls’ Life Brigade Service. To be 
planned in cooperation with the company’s 
officers; leading parts to be taken by members 
of the company. 

A Sports Service, when members of sports 
clubs or teams connected with the Sunday 
School, or from the district, attend. This could 
suitably be linked with Temperance Sunday. 

A Civic Service, when hymns, prayers, read- 
ings, and teachings are linked with the needs, 
claims and privileges of citizenship. Some 
civic official might be present. 

A Celebration of Some Hero or Heroine, 
when all parts of the worship are centered 
round the deeds and example of one man or 
woman, perhaps a Bible character, perhaps a 
missionary or reformer. 

The wise Leader will not regard such ser- 
vices as “extras.” He will look ahead in the 
lesson course, and see with which future les- 
son topics such a “special” service might suit- 
ably be associated. Then in all planning of the 
service the lesson theme will be kept in mind, 
and the whole session will be an asset to the 
regular, progressive teaching of the course, not 
an interruption of it—L. H. C. in The New 
Chronicle. 

e 
Every man must 
Live with the man 
He makes of himself, 
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And the better job 
He does in moulding 
His character and 
Improving his mind, 
The better company 
He will have. 


SOUND MOVIES FOR THE CHURCH 


Movies of Church work and leaders are to 
be available this year for the parishes and mis- 
sions of Southern Ohio, and subsequently for 
the entire Church, as a result of plans of 
Bishop Hobson of Southern Ohio. 


The movies (sound on film, and not silent 
movies) will make available for the smallest 
mission in the land addresses by our Church 
leaders, and scenes and reports of Church 
missions. 


A portable film projector is to be purchased 
for Southern Ohio and will be carried about the 
diocese for programs in the various churches 
by member of the diocesan staff who will 
operate it. 


Only a few minutes are necessary to set up 
the outfit and begin the movie. 


No other religious body in the United States 
is using this great development in the movies 
on any extensive scale, so the Episcopal Church 
has an opportunity through the faith and ac- 
tion of Bishop Hobson to take the lead. 


Bishop Hobson emphasized to the Commis- 
sion that the day of lantern slides was past, 
and that it was hopeless to attempt to gain the 
interest and attention of non-churchmen, or 
our own churchmen either for that matter, by 
antiquated lantern slides. He insisted that 
there was only one logical thing for the Church 
to do—to move forward in this field. 


After the work has been conducted this fall 
on an experimental basis, the Bishop plans 
an elaborate program for next year, a program 
that will result in making available to the dio- 
ceses prints of the sound films for use in pro- 
moting the work of the Church in their fields. 


Distinguished Church leaders are to be 
chosen as subjects for the first films. And 
thereby every parish and mission can feel the 
personal connection with our great bishops, 
presbyters, and laymen, our great missionaries. 


In addition to films of our leaders, films 
will be made of Church institutions and per- 
sons benefitting from the Church’s work, so 
missions may be personalized. 


Bishop Hobson mentioned what all religious 
bodies have encountered to their sorrow; that 
missions had been personalized lately, that 
people thought too frequently of Church giv- 
ing only in terms of “the red side” and “the 
black side” of the pledge envelope.—Southern 
Ohio Messenger. 
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THE ROOT OF THE TROUBLE 


@ CHARLES F. BANNING 


HERE seems to be a general impression 
([Menroaghout most of our Churches that the 

financial and spiritual affairs of the 
Church ought to be separated and that the 
preacher should confine himself to the spiritual. 
I heard a story recently—‘A small boy was 
told to write an essay, describing a rabbit. It 
was in a schoolroom where another class was 
reciting, while he was writing his essay. The 
boy wanted to ask a question so he raised his 
hand several times, but the teacher shook her 
head. Finally to get rid of him, she said, ‘Well, 
what is it?’ the boy asked, ‘Does a rabbit have 
a tail?? The teacher answered hurriedly, ‘Oh, 
not to speak of.’ When the lad read his essay 
he said: ‘The rabbit is a small animal; he has 
four feet, a head, two eyes, two ears and a tail, 
but you mustn’t say anything about the tail.” 
That seems to be the attitude of the Church 
toward money. 

There is always a financial side to work of 
the Church, and I am going to talk about it. 
I have good authority. If there is any subject 
about which the Bible speaks plainly it is 
money. Jesus left no doubt concerning his at- 
titude toward money. Thirteen of his 39 para- 
bles deal with the right use of possessions. One 
out of every 8 verses quoted from Jesus in the 
New Testament deals with the subject of 
money. Jesus said more about money than He 
did about Heaven or Hell. He said more about 
money than He did about prayer or Scripture 
reading, or Church attendance, or even about 
moral living. In fact, if there was one subject 
that was his hobby—his favorite topic—it was 
the use and abuse of money. My only apology 
to you is that I do not preach about money 
as much as Jesus did. 

I 

Our Church has also a responsibility for the 
spreading of the Kingdom of God beyond our 
own walls. According to our present plan we 
give one-fourth of our receipts to the work of 
the denomination at home and abroad. In 
other words, three-fourths for our own Church 
and one-fourth for outside Kingdom work. The 
financial situation in our denomination is criti- 
cal. Do you realize that our fine Church here 
last year gave less than one cent per week per 
member for the spread of the Kingdom of God 
outside our own doors. This 1c was distributed 
to work among Negroes, American Indians, 


{ Stewardship. Acts 20:35 } 


Rural Sections, Alaska, Cuba, Japan, China, 
India, Africa and the Islands of the Sea, 
preaching the Gospel to every creature. Of 
course, some of that le a week was used to run 
such schools as Dennison, Colgate, Rochester, 
Ottawa, the Missionary Training School and 
many other institutions. Some of it was used 
to support aged ministers and missionaries who 
have given their lives in service. Are you 
proud of that? To carry out the Great Com- 
mission we are giving less than one cent per 
week. 

When I was a boy my mother planted an 
orange seed in a flower pot. It grew and we 
kept it for many years. It finally reached the 
height of three feet, but never bore fruit. You 
cannot expect a fruit tree, planted in a flower 
pot to attain its full height and bear fruit. 
Frankly, my friends, we cannot expect the 
Kingdom of God to come on Earth as long as 
we plant our faith in a flower pot that costs 
us le a week. 

Perhaps some of you are saying, “Preacher, 
did you ever hear the word ‘depression’?” Yes, 
but our missionary problem goes back of that. 
In the year 1922 our denomination gave over 
Nine Millions to various forms of benevolences. 
By 1925 we had dropped to Five Millions. In 
1928 we had dropped to Four Millions. That 
was during the peak of our prosperity. Last 
year we gave two and a half millions. The 
depression is not the answer. Our denomina- 
tional giving dropped off more during the six 
years before the depression than it has during 
the six years of the depression. 


II 

In 1922 there came to us the ‘‘Open Door in 
China.’’ China cried out to us, ‘Come over and 
Help Us, Send Us Preachers and Teachers.” 
We did not enter that open door. Communism 
did enter that open door. Communism sent 
preachers and teachers, and now look what we 
have on our hands in the Orient. 

In Japan a government official recently said, 
“Christ has a chance in Japan for the next ten 
years, after that it will be too late.”” What are 
we doing about this? To meet this challenge 
we have brought home more than half of our 
missionaries from Japan. 

Sam Bawden in India is one of the finest 
Missionaries any denomination ever sent out. 
He has done a remarkable work making over 


287 


Page 288 


outcast and criminal tribes. He was given the 
highest honor the British Government ever be- 
stows upon any citizen. Sam is 65 and he is 
back in India for his last term. Do you know 
what we have dumped on his shoulders to make 
that last term interesting for him? In addi- 
tion to his regular work we have made him 
Field Evangelist, Treasurer of the whole field 
and Pastor of the large Church in Madras. 
There he is today—overworked and weary— 
staggering under the burden of three men’s 
work besides his own. A bank does not expect 
its president to fire the furnace, wash the win- 
dows and sweep out the office, but we are 
spoiling a fine missionary by expecting him to 
do all this detail work. 

We are concerned over crime conditions in 
our country. What are we doing about it? In 
1926 the Women’s American Baptist Home 
Mission Society had 297 well trained women 
working among the foreign born and negroes 
in the cities of the North—100 of these work- 
ers have been cut off and we are saying to 
erime and atheism, “Go ahead and take the 
slums.” These are some of the things that the 
decline in giving have meant. 


III 


I am not setting up a straw man, nor shout- 
ing, “Wolf! Wolf!’ Unless we do something 
now in 25 years our children will face an im- 
possible task with tremendous odds against 
them in their struggle against atheism, and 
they will know it was our fault. Columbus at 
the present time does not have a single Baptist 
Church to take the place of leadership which 
it should. We are losing families and losing 
young people, and giving the forces of evil a 
clear road to go ahead. Our little 1c a week 
encourages crime in the cities, decay in the 
rural sections and the closing of Christian 
schools and hospitals at home and abroad. Per- 
haps you are saying now, ‘“‘Well, Preacher tell 
us the answer?” All right, I will tell you the 
answer. Whenever you get a dollar it is not all 
yours. If I know anything at all about the 
Bible, I know that at least—at least 1/10 of 
that dollar does not belong to you. That is 
God’s share. We have no business keeping it 
for ourselves. That is the Law of the Tithe. 
Our prayers will never be effective so long as 
we are not playing fair with God. That is just 
the trouble with the prayer life and the spirit- 
ual life of thousands of Christian people now. 
God can not honor and bless you if you are not 
dealing fairly with him. “Faith without Works 
is dead.” Prayer without action is dead. Money 
will not do it all, neither will prayer—prayer 
and money are each helpless without the other. 
Just now the great need is for Christians to 
back up their prayers with a more Christian 
standard of giving. We cannot expect God to 
honor us; to bless us with faith, courage and 
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hope; to give us souls won for the Church and 
the Kingdom, when we tip the Lord a dime or 
a quarter a week and keep the rest of his share 
for our own use. I realize that I am talking 
quite plainly but it is “The Root of the Trou- 
ble.” “The love of money is the root of Evil,” 
and because we have loved money too much to 
give God His share He can no longer bless His 
people. 

Let me tell you what happened last year in 
a little Presbyterian Church in Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia. It was a small church of 350 members. 
They had a debt of $2600.00; the pastor’s sal- 
ary was several months behind and there were 
unpaid bills. The mills were closed and only 
138 members of that Church had a regular 
income. The coal companies would not sell 
them any more coal until they had paid their 
pill; the light company threatened to turn off 
the electricity; the interest was due on the 
debt and the pastor needed his salary. Some 
of the members were in favor of giving up and 
closing the Church. The pastor went into the 
pulpit on Sunday morning and placed the 
whole matter before the people, and then asked 
them to seek God’s answer with him. He 
turned to the prophet Malachi and read, 
“Bring ye all the tithes into my storehouse and 
test me therein and see if I will not pour out 
a blessing upon you until there is no more 
need.” “God invites us to test Him,” said the 
preacher. “Let’s do it. Let’s try it for three 
months; let us bring our tithes to the Church 
for three months and see if God will do His 
part.” They did. Nearly every member 
brought 1/10 of what he received during the 
next three months to prove God’s words. At the 
end of the three months the $2500 debt was 
paid; the pastor’s salary was paid; the coal and 
light bills were paid and they had a balance of 
2c in the treasury. The best of the story is yet 
to come—during that three months the attend- 
ance doubled and that little Presbyterian Church 
had a revival and received more new members 
that year than any other church in Roanoke. 
“Prove me ‘now,’ ” said God, “bring your tithes 
—keep your part of the bargain and see if I 
will not keep mine.” They proved Him and 
they found that He kept his part of the 
bargain. 


One day a knock came at the door of my 
study. A poor woman selling artificial flowers 
to buy food for her family stood outside. As 
she passed the Church she had found on the 
sidewalk in front of our Church an envelope 
with some money in it. She needed that money 
for her family, but she handed it to me and 
said, “I found this outside; it does not belong 
to me.” Into your hands each week there is 
placed your income—part of which does not 
belong to you—it is God’s share. What are 
you going to do with God’s money. This is the 
root of your Spiritual Life. 
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THE GRIP THAT HOLDS 


(Commencement) 


© GEORGE W. BRUCE 


OMEWHERE I read of three men who 
S were exploring the slopes of Mt. Hood in 
the State of Oregon. Their guide had 
led them over some very treacherous points 
until they stood high up on one of the steepest 
slopes. All around them was loose, slippery 
shale rock. They desired to go beyond the 
shale rock deposit, but to do so had to climb 
higher and walk along the upper edge of the 
slippery shale. Their guide cautioned them. 
“Men, look away down yonder. Do you see that 
dark streak stretching across the mountain side. 
That is a deep crevasse, and it is many feet 
across and hundreds of feet deep. The sliding 
shale rock is almost constantly falling into that 
crevasse, yet it is not filled. If you do not want 
to slide down this slope to land in that crevasse, 
you had better watch your step as we skirt this 
upper edge of the shale deposit. One step on 
that shale rock and you are likely to go down 
that slope like a falling meteor, to land in that 
crevasse in certain death.”’ 


Having thus cautioned his men the guide led 
the way, and they followed ever so cautiously. 
After some hours of hard climbing one man 
thought it safe to step upon what appeared to 
be a solid rock that he might have a better 
view of the surrounding country. He had no 
more than set his foot upon the rock when it 
began to slide, and he with it. There was noth- 
ing for him to grab hold of, so down he went. 
Like a meteor he was shooting down that steep, 
rocky mountain side, directly toward the deep 
erevasse. His companions could do nothing but 
stand breathlessly and watch his descent. 
Swifter and swifter he seemed to go, while all 
around him slid great slabs of shale. 


As they watched they saw a small scrubby 
tree growing on the very edge of the crevasse 
directly below the falling man. Could he pos- 
sibly be stopped and saved by that tree? Roll- 
ing, leaping, turning this way then that, the 
falling man finally made directly for the tree. 
Then just when he was a few feet above the 
tree he fell into a sitting posture, and slid 
directly toward the tree. He threw both arms 
and legs around the tree, and his body was 
hurled to the lower side, while the tree bent 
with the strain of his sudden weight. For a 
second it appeared the tree could not stand 
the strain, then it straightened, and by great 
effort the man pulled himself to the upper side 
of the tree. He sagged down as if lifeless. 
After a while, when he had rested sufficiently 
to regain some strength, he raised his hand and 
waved a signal. 

His companions shouted, “Are you hurt?” 


“Fold fast that which thou hast, that 
no man take thy crown.” Rev. 3:11. 


But there was no reply. Then, ‘‘Can you hold 
on until we can get a rope? It may take us an 
hour or more?” The only reply was a signal 
from the man which indicated that he would 
do his best. They hurried away and secured a 
rope and lowered the end of it slowly down the 
mountain side, and by much maneuvering they 
finally placed the end of it where the man 
could grasp it. He fastened it firmly around 
his body and was drawn back to safety and to 
life. His grip upon that tree, among the slip- 
pery, sliding rock was the grip that held. For 
him that grip meant all the difference be- 
tween life and death. 

As I read that incident and meditated I 
discovered that out yonder, beyond this happy 
occasion of your lives, beyond graduation day, 
on the slippery slopes of life’s experiences 
there will be many times when you will be des- 
perately in need of a grip that holds. So I am 
going to suggest three grips which hold. 

I. The Grip of Power 

It required a mighty grip to save that man 
who was sliding down the mountain side. Out 
yonder ahead of you, day by day, you will find 
yourselves in such situations that you will be 
most desperately in need of a grip of power. 
Men have always wanted power. They have 
always needed it. At least three forces add to 
this grip of power. 

The Force of Knowledge. The present de- 
mand is for men and women of knowledge. 
“What do you know?” What is your educa- 
tion? What can you do?” Without knowledge 
you would soon lose your grip and drop into 
defeat and failure. Without knowledge of 
medicine how far would you get as a physician? 
Without knowledge of bookkeeping, invest- 
ments, loans, bonds, how could you hold a 
position of trust in a bank? Knowledge is one 
of the fundamental forces essential to success 
anywhere in life. 

“Wisdom is the principle thing; therefore get 
wisdom: and with all thy getting get under- 
standing.” (Prov. 4:7.) 

You have been getting knowledge from 
your textbooks and also from your personal 
contacts with your teachers and schoolmates, 
which will give you a mighty grip which should 
help to hold you steady in time of crisis. But 
knowledge alone is not sufficient power. You 
will need also 


The Power of Morality. A bullet may leap 
from the rifle’s mouth crying, “What do I care 
for the law of gravitation? I will go as I will.” 
It cannot beat the law of gravitation. The law 
of gravitation hangs on tremendously! It never 
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lets go! Sooner or later that bullet will come 
down. . 

So, our natures can never escape the 
moral law. The deeper trouble with folks, both 
old and young, is not that they lack knowledge 
of external penalities, but that they lack a 
fine sense of inward sanctities. No good per- 
son can disregard morals without gravitating 
toward the level of the beast. 

Suppose here is a person who has knowledge 
and ability. He has graduated with honors 
from different schools and universities. But 
morally he does not register very high. How 
far would he get in any profession? If he did 
manage to make some mark in his profession 
how far would his knowledge without morality 
carry him? Sooner or later the law of gravi- 
tation would bring him down, and then the 
newspapers would write up “the scandal of 
the year.” 

Morality, character, good character will 
carry you far toward the goal of success. But 
yet there is something lacking if you are to 
have the real grip of power which will hold in 
any crisis. You will need 

The Force of Religion. I wish I could make 
you realize that among the solid certainties of 
life there are three. 

1. The one hope of social progress lies in the 
possibility that increasing numbers of men and 
women will dare venture beyond the bare re- 
quirements of respectability. That they will 
see something good which the masses have not 
yet seen, and go after it. 

2. The going after that which is better 
always involves sacrifice. John Brierly calls 
attention to Calvary. He tells us the thieves 
were there because they had fallen below the 
requirements of respectability. Jesus was 
there because he had risen above those same 
requirements. He made the sacrifice and the 
world loves Him, but has almost forgotten the 
thieves. 

3. The determination to go after the best 
involves also the possibility of a peace and joy 
and inner content which merely respectable 
people never know. 

In pulpit or in the pew, on the college cam- 
pus or on the board of trade, the man who goes 
after the best will taste of the bitter of Geth- 
semane, and will know a little of the awfulness 
of Calvary; but in the end he will experience 
the triumph of an Easter morning. 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones tells of a bird in India 
called “the brain-fever bird.’”’ In the terribly 
hot days and nights when the thermometer 
rises, the shrill notes of the bird rise higher 
and higher. It cries out, “Brain-fever, Brain- 
fever. Brain-fever.”’ It is enough to drive one 
mad to listen to it. It was at the point of 
breaking the nerve of Dr. Jones by its inces- 
sant screeching. He overcame its power by 
making it sing a new song, for he interpreted 
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its cries, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.” 
When life shouts to you with its shrill brain- 
fever notes from its realms of business knowl- 
edge and morals you can take those notes and 
put them through your inmost souls by the 
power of religion and turn them into ‘“‘hallelu- 
jahs.” 

2. The Grip of a Mighty Challenge 

Think again of that man who slid down the 
shale mountain side, and was gripping that 
tree for his very life. The grip was the 
mightiest challenge he had ever faced, to hold 
on to save his life. 

In a quaint little play entitled, “The Squir- 
rel’s Cage,” Tyrone Guthrie has demonstrated 
that each of us is like a squirrel shut up in a 
whirling prison. The very globe on which we 
live revolves continually. Each year follows 
the same law, spring, summer, winter. Within 
this revolving cage it is natural that every 
thing tends towards monotony. 

The whole point of Guthrie’s play is that at 
least once in each squirrel’s life the cage door 
is left open. Everything depends upon his 
behaviour at that critical moment. Will he 
dare pass out through the open door into the 
world of freedom to the realization of his 
dreams? Or, will he tremble in the presence 
of the unknown and creep back again to his 
cage. That moment is the moment of his chal- 
lenge. It is the greatest moment in his life. 

If you are not careful life will become just 
one round and round and round of monotonous 
almost meaningless, activities. You will have 
your grave responsibilities which you must 
take up with the regularity of the clock. There 
will be regular times of relaxation, and in those 
times you will dream. Then again you will rush 
into the treadmill of life and almost desperate- 
ly you will whirl the wheel in an attempt to get 
somewhere or else to forget. But let me assure 
you that at least once in each life time there is 
a great opportunity. The door of opportunity 
which leads out to the fulfillment of your 
dreams is found open. Upon your decision in 
that moment depends your whole future career, 
and it may make all the difference between 
failure and success. 

The whole world is challenging you to solve 
the present economic, social, industrial, and 
international problems. You are being chal- 
lenged to take hold of the present world and 
guide and control all its affairs in such manner 
that it will be a better world. 

Now then, you have the grip of power, and 
the grip of a mighty challenge, there is just one 
more. 

3. The Grip of Faith > 

Once more think of that man who slid down 
the mountain side and was clinging to the tree. 
As he clung there close to the edge of the 
crevasse he had to have faith in himself. Had 
he weakened and lost faith in his own ability 
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his danger would have been increased. Then 
he had faith in his companions. When they 
turned and went after the rope he had faith 
that they would return to rescue him. Then 
when they cast the rope to him he has faith in 
their purpose and strength to pull him back to 
safety. 

One can’t get very far with any undertak- 
ing without the grip of faith. Have faith in 
yourselves. If you are lacking in self-confi- 
dence you are already weakened and on the 
road to defeat. One of the leading Neurolo- 
gists in England reports a curious experiment 
which he conducted with three soldiers in the 
British Army. He asked the men to submit to 
a test designed to measure the effect of their 
mental attitude on their physical strength. 
The strength to be measured by a gripping de- 
vice operated by the right hand. He tested the 
men under three different conditions; first, in 
their normal state, second under hypnosis 
when he was telling them they were weak, and 
third, under hypnosis when he was telling 
them they were strong. In their normal state 
they had an average grip of 101 pounds. When 
under hypnosis they were told they were weak 
their utmost effort registered only an average 
of 29 pounds. When under hypnosis they were 
told they were strong their average strength 
registered 142 pounds. They were actually 
forty per cent stronger when they had confi- 
dence in themselves, and seventy per cent 
weaker when they lost confidence. 

That is exactly what will happen to you if 
you lose confidence in yourself. You have 
ability and strength. Have faith in yourselves 


LIKE THAT. WHICH THEY 


® GEO. D. GREER 


psychology have discovered that the 

things we love and the things we hate have 
a profound effect upon personality. In fact our 
likes and dislikes have much to do with making 
us what we are. In finding this out the psy- 
chologists have caught up with the ancient 
prophet Hosea who also discovered the same 
thing. In warning Israel of her backslidings 
he declared that she was becoming just like 
that which she loved—the pagan deities and 
practices around about her. 


The Sources of Our Loves and Hates 

Each one of us has his own personal set of 
likes and dislikes. Some of us like what some 
of us do not like. Some of these pet loves and 
aversions are rooted and grounded in our hu- 
man nature, no doubt. One must have some 
superior sort of physical or mental equipment 
to become a Paderewski or an Einstein. Be 
that as it may, our natural equipment plays but 
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and leap out to the great adventure of living. 

Have faith in others. You will have to min- 
gle with other folks all through life, and you 
must not lose faith in others. Some are bad, 
some are worse, some are not worthy of your 
confidence; but the majority are worthy of 
your best and deepest trust. What happens 
when you lose faith in folks, and when you 
hold a grudge against anyone? It is very 
obvious that the holding of a grudge injures 
the holder far more than it can the person 
against whom the grudge is held. Losing faith 
in others, holding a grudge, overthrows your 
physical and psychical balance, and leaves you 
weakened for life’s combat. 

Have faith in yourselves, and faith in others, 
and above all else have faith in God. Have 
faith in His being, in His goodness, in His wis- 
dom, in His loving kindness. 

From this day you must go forward. You 
dare not stand still, for that would mean stag- 
nation and decay. As you go forward lay hold 
of life with the grip of power, the grip of a 
mighty challenge, and the grip of faith. Steady 
and arm yourselves for further combats and 
triumphs by continued study, and by accept- 
ing the challenge to live dangerously. Use the 
grip of faith in yourselves, in others, and in 
God, and these will keep you from slipping or 
retrograding in life. 

We are proud of you tonight! We shall be 
proud of you as you go through the years, 
seeking life’s best way, and winning imperish- 
able trophies from life’s contest. In the words 
of our text I close, ‘‘Hold fast that thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown.” 


LOVED 
{ Hosea 9:10. } 


a small part in the drama of our loves and 
hates. Our environment may be the source of 
many of our loves. The Jews are what they 
are partly because of the geography and na- 
ture of the land of Palestine. The Greeks be- 
came lovers of beauty largely because of the 
natural splendor of their ancient peninsula. 
Desert dwellers became lovers of solitude be- 
cause solitude has been the atmosphere of their 
lives. Dwellers on tropical isles become lovers 
of indolence because activity is hardly neces- 
sary to sustain life, and the climate is so warm 
and humid that physical energy remains at a 
low ebb. The person living in northern climes 
becomes a lover of activity, because his en- 
vironment prompts him to do so, and he enjoys 
it. The country folk and the city dwellers 
have certain loves not held in common. 

Style and custom are the soil in which other 
loves are grown. The great impersonal god 
THEY is the patron deity of the multitude. 
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What THEY are wearing, doing, reading, and 
saying, is the criterion of life for many. Jesus 
found the force of tradition one of the major 
hindering influences frustrating His Gospel. 
Israel desired to be like other nations. They 
too had forgotten Jehovah to follow after 
“THEY.” The warnings of the faithful 
prophet went unheeded. 

Our education is the soil of other loves. A 
school system that holds the material values of 
life as the great goal of achievement fosters 
a love for those things that perish with the 
using and a dislike for the things of eternal 
worth. Whether we live to get-rich-quick or to 
serve honestly and faithfully both God and 
man depends largely upon how we are taught. 


How Our Loves and Hates Work 

Could we but learn what a man loves and 
hates we would have before us a spiritual 
photograph of his personality. For we become 
like that which we love. The inner law of our 
being makes it so. There is nothing we can do 
about the effect of what we love and what we 
hate upon our lives. Israel loved Baal-Peor, a 
licentious Phoenician deity, and like Baal- 
Peor Israel became. Ideals were gone, human 
life was cheaply held, power and place were 
sought at any cost. A striking illustration of 
this fact is supplied by the last six kings: what 
a tragic history. Zechariah ruled six months 
and was murdered by Shallum who wanted the 
throne for himself; he lasted but a month and 
was killed by Menahem who managed to hold 
on to power for eight years until dethroned by 
Pekahiah who endured for but a year and was 
put out of the way by Pekah, who was succeed- 
ed by Hoshea who was carried away captive 
by the Assyrians who put out his eyes and con- 
demned him to darkness for life. 

Note the lover of money, how hard and 
metallic his soul becomes. How frothy is that 
person who lives only for a round of pleasure. 
We have examples in the modern world of the 
ruthlessness of men who love power over their 
fellows. Who would trust a gossip? We feel 
instinctively that a gossip would not be a 
gossip unless unreliable. All these are what 
they are because of what they love. They can- 
not help it. The influence of our loves and 
hates is too tremendous for us to prevent what 
they do to us inside. 

We see the world in terms of our likes and 
our aversions. How true it is that we see 
things not as they are but as we are. It is a 
most interesting experience to stand at Niag- 
ara and listen to the comments of the sight- 
seers. One man will be heard to say: “‘That 
power could be harnessed and made to light a 
hundred towns.” He is an engineer or an elec- 
trician. He sees Niagara Falls in terms of what 
he himself has become. Another will be heard 
to say: “It sounds like a great symphony or- 
chestra; you can hear the booming of the 
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drums in the background and the birdlike notes 
of the flute, and all the rest.”” The musician 
does not see power in the Falls; he hears music. 
The newlyweds can stand before that mighty 
spectacle and be utterly unconscious of it all 
—because of their great love. The little flap- 
per will cock her eye and look at it all a mo- 
ment and perhaps utter some such profundity 
as: ‘My, what a splash!” 

Snoopers after evil in their fellowmen be- 
come such because of what they themselves 
are. The purest persons that ever walked the 
earth saw good in all mankind, in crooked 
Zachaeus, in the fallen woman, and in the 
dying thief upon the cross. He saw good in 
others because he was so filled with it Himself. 
We see our fellowmen in terms of what we our- 
selves are! Our remarks about others tell more 
about ourselves than about them; in them we 
give the world our own spiritual picture. 


Loves and Hates a Matter of Choice 

Only one power is greater than the power 
of our loves and hates and that is the power of 
choice. With it we make or break our human 
destiny. For I love only that which I choose to 
love. I learn to love that which I give a place 
in my mind and life. The mean, the low, the 
vicious, may repel at first, but if given a place 
in our thoughts we will first endure, soon pity, 
and then embrace the hateful thing. The focal 
point of our attention is the genesis of a new 
love or hate. 

What I love each day I have chosen to love; 
it has become part of me and I have become 
more like it. Once I allow a thing to have a 
place in my life I have no power over its 
effect upon me. Only at the threshold can I 
say: “Ye may,” or, “ye may not enter here.” 
Whatsoever things are honest, just, pure, love- 
ly, of good report, said the apostle; such things 
should be the subject of our thoughts. Why? 
Because we become like that which we love. 
Love for Christ works according to the same 
rule. Those who learn to love Him in all the 
splendor of His personality slowly but inevit- 
ably become like Him. “It doth not yet appear 
what we shall be but we know that when He 
shall appear we shall be like Him for we shall 
see Him as He is.” This scripture states the 
fact about those who learn to love Him. 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


TWO BLADES AND A BUNCH 
OF GADGETS 


Matt. 11:29. 

(Speaker asks a boy in group who possesses a 
pen knife with extra gadgets to loan him the 
knife for demonstration.) 

Here we have something most every child 
would like to have as his own. What is it? A 
knife, yes. Let’s open it up, and see what makes 
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boys want to own them. Oh, here we have a 
nice sharp blade that can be used for many pur- 
poses, next we have a nail file, next, a bottle 
opener, next, a can cutter, next, a button hook, 
next, a digger to get splinters out of one’s 
fingers, and then another blade for cutting. Do 
we ever have use for all these thing-amajiggs? 
Sure, say the boys. Oh yes, say the girls. Now 
let us see just how often we do have use for 
them? (Speaker ask whatever questions occur 
to him to arouse interest of children.) 

To be sure, we have quite a family of tools 
here, and there are, no doubt, uses for all the 
things at some time, but the real reason for 
having this is for the purpose of cutting with 
the sharp blades. Most of us will agree that the 
blades are more useful than all the rest put 
together. 

Now, as we look at this knife here, all closed 
up snug, I am reminded of the boy himself who 
owns it, and all the other little boys and girls. 
They have hands, feet, eyes, ears, and all man- 
ner of talents that are used sometimes, but 
even before we know anything about what they 
do or what they are apt to grow into, we love 
them just for what they are, just all buttoned 
up like this knife. As they grow into the family 
life, we discover with them that they have a 
talent for this, and a talent for that, which is 
well enough in its way, but we still love them 
just because they are little boys and girls. 

A little while ago we said that we have this 
knife because we want the cutting blades to use, 
and we get all the other gadgets besides, which 
we use occasionally. That is a good picture of 
a boy or girl. We have them here as God sent 
them to us, to grow into good men and women to 
carry on the work of Jesus Christ among men, 
to make this world a: better place to live in, and 
while we give thanks for any special talents 
each may have to add interest and joy and ser- 
vice to life, the real fact is that each boy or girl 
is a messenger from God to do His Will. 

Any time any of us have any question about 
what we are here for, just remember that God 
put you here for a certain purpose, like Johnny 
here bought this knife for a certain purpose. 


° 
DINNER SERVED AS USUAL 

James 5:16-20. 

(Speaker have low table with cooking dishes, 
vegetables in course of preparation, coffee pot, 
etc. If possible have girl or woman im apron 
standing beside table working on vegetables. 
Make as realistic as possible.) 

Here we have some things that will appear 
later on the dinner table. Maybe we had bet- 
ter examine some of them. Most of us just go 
to the table when we are called, and we give 
little thought to the great ingenuity and artistry 
it takes to get the things to use and to make a 
good dish for the table. (Allow children to name 


various things, probably tell where they came 
from, what they are used for, what prepared 
dishes are called, etc.) 

Now as we think about it, getting the right 
food for the family table is one of Mother’s 
chief concerns, but somehow she does it. Many 
mothers do not have money enough to get the 
kind of food they would like to get, and they 
have many other things to do. (Interesting to 
name here a list of things that make up Moth- 
er’s day.) but somehow when one is hungry 
there is the call to dinner and we are delighted 
with the things we like. 

Now, Mother wouldn’t for a minute think 
that all she puts on the table is perfect, and that 
it is always just as good as it could be made, 
and she is generous enough to say so when she 
burns a dish because she has to do two things 
at once, or makes something too rich. As I 
think of Mother’s charm in saying truthfully 
that she made a mistake, I wonder why we 
can’t take a lesson for ourselves from that. Sup- 
pose little Mary here breaks a precious glass, or 
runs over a choice flower in the garden, or 
pulls the hair of a playmate, or Johnny here 
makes a little boy ery, why can’t we be just as 
gracious as Mother is, and just own up to our 
fault and ask others to forgive it and give us a 
chance to do better the next time. 

Mother has many things to do, so many we 
can hardly count them, but her one big problem 
or job is to make a happy home for her family, 
and help her children to grow into useful men 
and women. As children we have just one thing 
to do, that is to learn from those who love us 
and want us to become fine men and women, and 
no matter how many little things make up the 
days, that one BIG thing must never be for- 
gotten. 

e 


A STRANGER AT THE DOOR 


Heb. 13:2. 


(Have man dressed as a person who might 
appear at the door asking for food. Admit him 
after knocking, and ask him to be seated near 
speaker. No further attention needed.) 

Children, did you hear someone knocking, 
while I was reading the lesson for today. I 
think I did too. Let’s see. (Open door.) Come 
in stranger. You may be seated here, while I 
finish my little story about our Scripture lesson 
for today. 

Last week I read a fine story about a Mother 
who had lost her little girl through sickness, and 
she couldn’t give attention to anything because 
of her great sorrow. One day as she was finish- 
ing her work, just getting ready to go out for a 
visit, a man knocked at her door and asked for 
food. Here she was ready to leave, but her suf- 
fering had made her understand the man’s need. 
Instead of telling him she was going out, she 
put her plans aside and prepared a good meal of 
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nourishing food and brought it to the stranger. 
After eating, the stranger thanked her and went 
away. After some days, he returned bringing a 
little girl about three years old with him. He 
said he had been in an accident the day of his 
first call, and he was so impressed with the 
woman’s kindness that he decided he would like 
her to care for his little motherless child. He 
gave all the facts about himself and family, 
which were carefully checked up and found to 
be true, and the child was taken into the home. 

This lesson does not mean that we must un- 
dertake to feed all people who come to beg food, 
money, and clothing, even though they are well 
able to work themselves, but it does mean that 
we must give freely and gracefuly and joy- 
fully of that which we have to those who are in 
need through no fault of their own. 

In the story I just told you the wonderful love 
of a little child came into the grieving Mother’s 
life; the child had the good fortune of getting a 
good home and protecting love; and the father 
was happy in the thought that his child would 
be loved and cared for. 

Our rewards do not always come in just such 
a way, but the love of God is always an imme- 
diate reward for every act done according to 
His will. Our troubles are always shared, and 
our good fortune and joys should be shared in 
the same manner. That is Christ’s way. 


MICKIE HURT HIS HAND 


Phil. 3:13. “This one thing I do.” 

(Speaker have boy with arm wrapped as 
though injured, and placed in sling. If there 1s 
an actual case, better still.) 

Have any of you ever asked Mother to tie a 
knot, read a story, or something like that when 
she was in the act of getting a meal? You have, 
what did she say? Now, have any of you ever 
asked Dad to repair a roller skate or a wagon 
just as he was leaving the house for work? You 
have, what did he say? (Give time to answer.) 

Of course, when we grow up, we shall all un- 
derstand why they sent us away or told us to 
wait until later, because we shall know that 
one can’t do a lot of things and prepare a meal 
at the same time. We can’t get to work if we 
don’t start. But, just now, there are some little 
girls and boys who can’t understand that there 
is a purpose in life, and that one must attend 
to that, even if one must say “no” when one 
would rather do what is asked of us. 

But, here is something that will cause Mother 
to defer her important work, and cause Dad to 
change his mind about leaving for work. What 
is it? Their little boy hurt his hand seriously, 
and he needed their help and care. (Ask boy 
with bound up arm to stand beside you.) You 
see, when things go along well, as they do most 
days, we think some things are very important 
and we can’t be bothered with anything while 
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doing them. But, here is something out of the 
ordinary, a catastrophe in the family, and we 
promptly drop everything that seemed so im- 
portant, and we give all we have to the one 
thing that is really important. You see, after 
all, Mother and Dad have one important thing 
to do in life, that is to make the right kind of 
men and women of their children. Sometimes 
they forget, until something serious happens 
and then they realize it. 

This is also a picture of religion as most of 
us think of it. So many things seem important, 
some people even think the place they sit in 
church and what they wear is important, others 
think about the singing, or the kind of hair the 
preacher has. But, let a real thing in life come 
to pass, and we forget all these things, and we 
ean say just like Paul did in the lesson for 
today, “This one thing I do.” That one thing 
is to love God, and live according to His laws. 


STORED SUNSHINE 


What do you suppose I have in this little 
package? You could never guess; so lam going 
to tell you: It is a piece of stored sunshine. It 
traveled a long distance to get here. It came 
down from the sun which is about 92,900,000 
miles away. 

Now, if it were possible for us to make a 
journey to the sun and we should travel in the 
fastest aeroplane, that is to say, about 200 
miles an hour, it would take us more than fifty 
years to reach our journey’s end. But this 
stored sunshine came here in a little over eight 
minutes for it traveled on the beams of light 
at the rate of 186,000 miles a second. At that 
speed. you could circle the earth seven and a 
half times in one second. 

I am going to open this package and let you 
see this wonderful thing that came so far and 
traveled so fast. Oh, I hear you say, “It’s just 
a piece of dirty coal. We have a lot of it in 
our cellar.” Yes, only a piece of coal; but some 
people who know how valuable it is call it 
“Black Diamonds;” but I call it “Stored Sun- 
shine;’’ for that is what it really is. 

But the real value of coal is not in its power 
to store sunshine; but in its willingness to give 
it out. As it stands here this coal is cold, dirty 
and ugly. There is nothing about it that should 
make us desire it. But when it glows in the 
furnace or the fireplace and sends out its 
cheerful light and warmth, then it becomes 
useful and beautiful. 

And isn’t that just the same with boys and 
girls? I wonder if you children realize that you 
are God’s stored sunshine. Yes, you are just 
that. The light of God’s love is in your lives. 
But it is only when you give back this love to 
others in kind words and good deeds that you 
become truly useful and beautiful. 

—Watson Wordsworth. 


® WILLIAM J. HART, D. D. 


Achievement Requires Preparation 
II Tim. 2:15. “Study to show thyself approved.” 


Admiral Byrd does not conquer the most 
dangerous regions of this earth by one spec- 
tacular flight of emotional intoxication. He 
does not do or die within sixty hours. He per- 
sonifies wisdom in preparation, patience in 
application, and self-restraint in adventure, as 
well as daring and determination in action. It 
is that spirit that I commend to you.—Owen D. 
Young in a commencement address at the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska. 

e 
Lowly Beginnings 
Dan. 6:2. “Daniel was first.” 

Out of the dark deep mines of want and suf- 
fering has been dug the marble for the world’s 
greatest temples of wisdom and palaces of 
power. 

Van Dyck, the artist, must first content him- 
self with a charcoal sketch. Franklin, before 
becoming a philosopher, must be a journeyman 
printer. Columbus must weave carpets before 
he can weave hemispheres. David must take 
care of his father’s sheep before he rules Israel. 
Amos must be a herdsman before he becomes a 
prophet. Daniel must be the humble student 
before he rises to be the prime minister of 
Babylon. 

If a young man starts in life with large no- 
tions of what he must immediately have, un- 
willing to consider economy, but expecting 
with a small ship to unfurl as much sail as an 
ocean frigate, he will find himself capsized by 
the first northeaster. It is the small sprig that 
you can carry in one hand which will thrive best 
when painted.—Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage. 

° 


Saw Son Imitating Him 


Matt. 4:20. “And followed Him.” 


General Robert E. Lee, whose Christian in- 
tegrity was so pronounced, took his little son, 
Custis, out for a walk at Arlington. After a 
while the lad dropped behind. Lee, looking 
over his shoulder, saw the boy imitating his 
movements. Head and shoulders were erect, 
and he carefully placed his feet in the foot- 
prints of his father. Seeing this, the General 
said to himself, “It behooves me to walk very 
straight, when this little fellow is already fol- 
lowing in my tracks.” 

e 
God’s Gentleness Has Made Man Great 
II Sam. 22:36. “Thy gentleness hath made me 
great.” 
I watched a girl moulding vases at the Poole 


elles ee Re Avelial oC) INis 


Pottery one day; and I watched with fascinat- 
ed eyes, for I always think that the vessel 
rising mysteriously into shape on the potter’s 
wheel is the nearest thing in this world to a 
miracle. As the shapeless lump of clay rose into 
beauty of form in her hands, I asked her if it 
required much pressure to fashion it. “No pres- 
sure at all,” she told me, “just the lightest pos- 
sible touch. The clay is so soft that if you 
exerted the least bit of pressure your fingers 
would go right through it. Your hands must 
just be a guide, and no more.” And she went on 
to tell me that it took many months of practice 
to acquire the necessary delicacy of touch, to 
gain sufficient knowledge of the clay to give it 
just the right pressure, to gain sufficient con- 
trol of one’s nerves and muscles to keep in the 
right relationship to the whirling clay. As I 
saw the soulless clay rising into beauty under 
the sensitive hands of that girl I felt that I had 
gained a new insight into God’s way with His 
world, and that I understood the method of 
God’s creation. I was uplifted by the thought 
of the gentleness of God, and saw how the world 


‘and man had grown great under that gentle- 


ness.—James Mackey in the Methodist Recorder 


(London). 
° 


Four Winners 
Phil. 3:14. “To press on to the goal.” 


In a certain eastern city the Girl Scout 
executives lined up the four winners of the 
Golden Eaglet on a recent night. This highest 
honor of scouting is a hard prize to win. It 
means brains, grit and character. Not one girl 
in a thousand ever makes the grade. Four in 
one city on one occasion is something to shout 
over. 

Now look at these four girls, the cream of the 
crop, the victors in a tense struggle! 

The first of them comes from a motherless 
home, and is herself the woman of the house as 
well as the student and the Scout. 

The second has no father, and is much on her 
own while her mother carries on at business. 

The third is the daughter of a man crippled 
by infantile paralysis, and comes from a home 
where constant sacrifice is demanded. 

The fourth also has both parents, but lives in 
a section of the city known as Dogtown. 

Well, here are the four of them—bright, up- 
and-coming American girls, winners of an honor 
coveted in every home in the city, but open to 
none except by merit. 

Account for it as you may, but don’t say that 
handicaps really dampen the fires of youth, or 
stop ambition. Don’t say modern youth must 
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have everything it asks for, and handed to 
them on a golden platter. 

These four girls make the word “under- 
privileged” look a little silly. They remind us 
that many kids suffer from being ‘‘over-privi- 
leged,” coddled into mediocrity.—Editorial in 
the Utica-Observer Dispatch. 

° 
Do Your Own Thinking 
Matt. 18:12. “How think ye?” 

The story is told of an old captain who had 
taken his ship over many seas during a long 
lifetime on the ocean. The time came, how- 
ever, when, unable longer to take charge of a 
ship, he settled in a cottage with a garden 
which led to the shore. But feeling the want of 
employment, he said, ‘I will build myself a 
beat, which will carry me on short voyages 
near the shore.” 

Soon he began to lay the keel, and a neigh- 
bor looking at him said: “I see you are going 
to build a boat, captain; but that’s the wrong 
way to lay the keel. Let me show you how.” 

The modest old man did his best to adopt the 
suggestions of his neighbor. But shortly there 
came along a man with a horse, and some more 
new ideas. These, likewise, the captain tried to 
embody in the building of his boat. But when 
it was finished it was unsatisfactory and un- 
seaworthy; and the’old captain had it taken to, 
his garden and allowed it to decay. 

“T have made a mistake,” he said. “I will 
build another, but in my own way.” And Pro- 
fessor H. H. Farmer, in relating this story to 
the children in a London church, made this 
comment: ‘The person who tries to please 
everybody ends by pleasing nobody—not even 
himself.” 

e 
Honors for Hungarian American 
Dan. 2:6. “Rewards and great honor.” 

When an immigrant who could not speak a 
word of English until after he was five years 
old wins the 1935 medal for good diction on the 
radio, as Alois Havrilla has just done, we have 
another example of the debt America owes to 
her newcomers. We have, too, another evidence 
that America is still the land of opportunity, 
where worth will be recognized even in difficult 
times. Mr. Havrilla came to the microphone be- 
cause of his accomplishments as a singer, 
started when John Baker heard him and offered 
voice and speech lessons. The singer is now 
more famous as an announcer. The award he 
has won, made each year by the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, is based on pro- 
nunciation, articulation, tone quality, accent, 
and cultural effect.—The Christian Advocate. 

° 
The Girl in Academic Cap 
John 4:38. “Other men have toiled, and you 
reap the profit of their toil.” (Moffatt.) 
She was a tall, stately American girl, wear- 


ing an academic cap and gown, as she stood 
before a great company and delivered the extra- 
ordinary valedictory of her class. 

In the audience sat her immigrant mother, 
who had never worn a hat in her life, but con- 
tinued the old country fashion of covering her 
head with a shawl. 

That is the American story in the concrete. 
But behind the girl in her triumph lay the ideals 
and resolution and initiative of sturdy parents, 
whose dreams were coming true in her; and the 
work of her teachers, and the influence of the 
community and of America. The long journey 
from shawl to academic robe and cap is never 
made by any one person alone.—W. T. Ellis. 


“lm His Little Girl’’ 
John 8:54. “My Father.” 


The following story, told by a well-known 
Western missionary, is submitted for the con- 
sideration of parents who have to answer the 
puzzling questions of boys and girls about bap- 
tism. ‘Out where the West begins” a little 
girl was to be baptized and received into church 
membership. Her father was a cattleman, and 
she was more familiar with the vocabulary of 
the round-up that with that of the church. She 
had to miss a public-school session when the rite 
was administered, and the next day her school- 
mates wanted full information as to what had 
been done to her. She told them she had been 
made ‘“‘a member of Christ, a child of God,” but 
with the unconscious cruelty of children they 
continued to bait her with puzzling questions. 
How was she different than she always had 
been? Finally she turned on them, her eyes 
flashing through tears, and said, “It’s like this; 
I was a little maverick before, and the men put 
Jesus’ brand on my forehead. So when he sees 
me running wild on the prairie he’ll know that 
I’m his little girl.”,—The New Century Leader. 


Winning Youth to Religion 
I Sam. 55. “Whose son is this youth?” 


“If half as much attention had been paid to 
me before I came to the penitentiary as I have 
received here,” said a young criminal on his 
way to the electric chair, “I shouldn’t have to 
burn.” 

The tragic comment is quoted by Dr. Harold 
McAfee Robinson of Philadelphia, who recently 
announced a nation-wide campaign to reach 
20,000,000 American youths, from four to 
eighteen, who are not attached to any religious 
organization. 

“This vast total,” writes the Rev. John 
Evans, who tells the story of Dr. Robinson’s 
campaign in the Chicago Tribune, “comprises 
half the total youth population in America.”’— 
The Literary Digest, Jan. 11, 1936. 
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Lovely in Death 
II Sam. 1:23. “Lovely...in... death.” 

Thomas Chalmers, eminent as scholar and 
preacher, was with his aged father as the 
saintly man, sinking rapidly under paralysis 
and a general breakdown of health, was ap- 
proaching the close of his earthly life. Suffer- 
ing but little pain, he slept much. The last 
words heard from him were: “I’ll maybe be 
better the morn!” Early on a Sabbath morn- 
ing the sturdy Scot passed peacefully to rest. 
Said Thomas to his sister Jane, as he an- 
nounced his father’s translation: 

“Tt is truly affecting when the thought of 
former Sabbaths in Anster presents itself to 
my mind, and I think of it as the day he 
loved; and how the ringing of the bells was 
ever to him the note of joyful invitation to the 
house of God... My dear father is lovely in 
death. There is all the mildness of heaven 


upon his aged countenance.” 
8 


Washington’s View of Death 
Rev. 21:4. “Neither shall there be any more 
pain.” 

After the death of the only daughter of 
Mrs. Washington on June 19, 1773, Bishop A. 
W. Leonard says, George Washington wrote to 
a relative as follows: “The sweet, innocent 
girl entered into a more happy and peaceful 
abode than any she had ever met with in the 


afflicted path she hitherto has trod.” 
e 


“You Will Find Me There!” 

Psa. 16:11. “In thy presence is fulness of joy; 
at thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore.” 

Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote to Lady Byron 
in 1857: ’ 

“JT have got past the time when I feel that my 
heavenly friends are lost by going there. I feel 
them nearer, rather than farther off. So good- 
bye, dear, dear friend, and if you see morning 
in our Father’s house before I do, carry my 
love to those that wait for me, and if I pass 
first, you will find me there, and we shall love 
each other for ever.’”—Quoted in “Reunion in 
Eternity” (Nicoll). 


“1? Am the Door” 
John 10:9. “I am the door.” 

Thirty years ago the visiting preacher at an 
eastern university took as his text one Sunday 
morning, “I am the door.” He pictured life as a 
series of rooms leading one into the other: home 
to school, school to college, college out into 
active life; each room a preparation for the 
next. What then of life itself? His closing 
words no hearer could easily forget. Life itself, 
he said, seems to bring us at last only to blank 
wall. But there stands One saying down the 
generations, “I am the door.” —“Perspectives,” 
Charles W. Gilkey (Harper & Brothers, P. 115.) 
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CHURCH AND SOCIETY 


e J. J. PHELAN 


Ethics of Jungle-land 
I Tim. 6:10. “The love of money is the root of 
all evil.” 

In 1929, an earthly trinity of men (Cutten, 
H. F. Sinclair and Wiggin) organized a get- 
rich-quick oil-stock syndicate. They bought 
$1,131,000 shares of Sinclair oil-stock in 1929, 
and before they had put a dime in it they un- 
loaded for 12 millions and in less than seven 
months. Aladdin’s lamp and the fabulous 
wealth of Croesus seem trite in comparison. 
How could a money-market escape a heart 
palpitation through such and similar practices? 
God and a rapidly-developing Christian-eco- 
nomic order will make it more difficult to “pull 
off” these money deals in the future. Suppose, 
we ask two questions, ““Whose money is it, we 
are using, gentlemen,” and “where shall the 
profits go?” Aristotle (384 B. C.) had an 
ethical basis for all gain, ‘“The amount of 
money which is needed for a good life is not un- 
limited.” He probably died poor, but to be 
quoted for 2300 years is to live longer than the 
above-named syndicate. If guessing has any 
merit, we don’t believe that Mr. Wiggin will 
form six more family corporations—three of 
them in Canada to “aid” (reduce) Wiggin in- 
come taxes. e 


Where the ‘“‘New Heart” Functions 
Rom. 6:4. “... We also should walk in newness 
of life.” 

What would happen if we did have a “New 
Social Order?” We now have representative 
government, but in some cities only thirty per 
cent vote. We call ourselves a “Christian” na- 
tion, and not more than forty per cent, if that 
many are affiliated with Churches. “New codes” 
for industries and “higher prices” for farm 
products and merchandise, or even ‘higher 
wages” will not eliminate greed, graft and cut- 
throat competition. But the “experiment” is 
worthy of a fair trail. Divine Grace, Human 
Determination and Intelligent Cooperation has 
no limit. ° 


Spiritual Wickedness in High Places 
Rom. 1:23. “... An image made like to corrupti- 
ble man.” 

Every thirty years, the cry is for a “new na- 
tonal economic pattern,” only this time, it is 
more than a baby’s sniffle. If we mistake no it 
is a thunderous and abitrary demand. Gam- 
bling with prosperity and income taw-dodging 
must cease. Uncle Sam’s Supreme Court has 
some 200 cases on file for consideration—about 
one-third concern tax matters. Pray for our 
rulers. “The powers that be are ordained of 
God,” but they must be powerful or lose their 
ordination papers. 
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The Christian Test 
I Jno. 4:1. “Beloved, believe not every spirit... 
many false prophets in world.” 

In the making of Public Opinion, for it can 
be made as truly as nuts, bolts and screws are 
made—simply pour in the right material and 
give it the proper workmanship. Or are you 
one of those who trust and believe that all 
“popular movements, plays, books, amuse- 
ments, leaders, etc., are special “donations” 
from the skies. If you do, prepare for a most 
terrible awakening some day. Manipulators 
ean go a long way with childish credulity. 
Propaganda, advertising, repetition, contact 
men and women, ballyhoo, are all part of the 
making of the Public Opinion Game. That’s 


JUNE PRAYER MEETINGS 


e SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL 


I. Jesus and Children 

Songs for the meeting: “Praise Him, Praise 
Him,” “Jewels,” “Bring Them In,” Jesus Loves 
Even Me,” “I Would Be Like Jesus.” 

Special song by a child, “I Think When I 
Read That Sweet Story of Old.” 

Prayers: A circle of sentence prayers by the 
children; a prayer that we may lead children 
among us to the Master. 

Bible reading, Matt. 18:1-6. 

Bible stories by the children: 

1. Jesus was a boy—told by a boy who has 

studied Luke 2:40-52. 

2. Jesus used a boy’s lunch, by a boy who 
has studied Jno. 6:1-13. 

8. Jesus raised a boy from the dead, told by 
a boy who has studied Luke 7:11-17. 

4. Jesus healed a little girl, told by a girl 
who has studied Matt. 9:18, 19, and Matt. 
9 :28-26. 

5. Jesus blessed little children, told by a 
girl who has studied Mark 10:13-16. 

6. The children welcomed Jesus to Jeru- 
salem, told by a child who has studied 
Matt. 21:12-16. 

Special feature, Talk by a Christian mother 
or a Juvenile Judge or a school principal, 
“Children Need Religion.” 

e 


II. Influences That Help. 
ation night. 

Decorate with school pennants. Seat gradu- 
ating groups in places of honor. Use students 
for Scripture readings, etc. 

Songs, “I Would Be True,” “I Shall Not 
Pass Again This Way,” ‘Teach Me Thy Will, 
O Lord,” “Open Mine Eyes That I May See.” 
Other music as directed. 


In honor of gradu- 
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how War, Stock Sales, Shady Finance Deals, 
Bad Politics, Sin and Crime are largely put 
over. 
e 
Nearing the Goal 
Eccles. 12:7. “...And the spirit shall return 
unto God who gave it.” 

Famous “Last Words”: Jno. Burroughs, 
“How far are we from home?” Roosevelt: 
“Put out the light, please.”’? Cromwell: “My 
design is not to drink or sleep, but to make 
haste knowing that I am to be gone.” Wash- 
ington: “It is well.’’ Jesus: “Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit.” Paul: “I have 
fought a good fight, finished my course and 
have kept the faith.” 


A special prayer for the students. 

Bible Lesson, Prov. 2:1-12. 

A series with talks with special interludes. 

1. (By astudent.) “Music has been a help- 
ful influence in my life.’’ Interlude, Vio- 
lin solo, ““The Lost Chord.” 

2. “Reading has been a helpful influence in 
my life.” Interlude, solo, one stanza only, 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 

3. “My Friendship with someone wise and 
good has been a helpful influence in my 
life. Interlude, reading, Tennyson’s 
“Bugle Song.” 

4. (By a student.) “Being a Christian has 
been an influence for good in my life.” 
Congregational song called for by the 

speaker, ‘‘More Like the Master.” 


III. God’s House 


Songs, “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord,” 
“There’s a Church in the Valley by the Wild- 
wood,” “Holy, Holy, Holy,” ‘“Blest Be the Tie 
That Binds,” “Jesus Calls Us.” 

Prayers: 

1. For the meeting in the Lord’s house. 

2. That we may love and reverence God’s 

house, and give to its maintenance. 
8. That the Lord’s house may be a vital in- 
fluence for good in the community. 
Bible reading, I Chron. 28:2, 3, and 6-12. 
Story of the building of the temple: 
1. By money saved for years for the pur- 
pose. I Chron. 29:1, 5. 

2. By offerings’ from the people. I Chron. 
29 :6-9. 

3. Without the sound of hammers. I Kings 
Cie 
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Rolling Partitions 


ce e 
One Room or Many 
As Occasion Demands 


Y the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 

can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildings. 

Send for 32 page Catalogue No. 15 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
1841 Broadway New York City 

Offices in all principal cities 


4, The coming of the cloud of Jehovah’s 
presence. II Chron. 5:13, 14. 
Talk: “God’s House.” 
1. Make it beautiful. 
2. Make it holy. 
8. Work there. 
4. Worship there. 
Scriptural benediction, Heb. 13:20, 21. 
e 


IV. Intercession: Use a mimeographed pro- 


gram. 
Songs, “I Have a Friend—You Ought to 


Know Him.” 


Talk, ‘(What is intercession and why inter- 


cede?” 


1. Intercession in prayer for others. 

2. We should intercede because 
a. We are taught to intercede—‘Thy 
Kingdom come,” ‘Pray for them that de- 
spitefully use you.” 
b. Christ interceded, Luke 22:31, 32. 

A prayer for the missionaries. 

Scripture, Jas. 5:16; Rom. 8:26, 27. 

Song, ‘“‘Others.” 

A prayer for the sick. 

Song, “I Want My Friends to Pray for Me.” 

Intercessory prayer for the sad. 

Talk: ‘The Value of Intercession.” 

1. It increases our love for the lost. 

2. Intercession will cause us to work—to 
help people. 

3. Intercession is heard and answered by 
God. 

Intercessory prayer for the lost. 


Song, “I’m praying for You.” 
Benediction. 


Please mention THE EXPOSITOR when writing to advertisers 


THE EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


Page 299 


EVERY 
CHURCH CAN NOW AFFORD 


FINE ORGAN 
MUSIC 


Truly revolutionary has been the influence of 
the Hammond Organ throughout the realm of 
church music. This new instrument is within 
the means of every church. Costing no more 
than a good grand piano, having no pipes, re- 
quiring no installation or architectural altera- 
tions, the Hammond is amazing in its adapt- 
ability to wide-ranging requirements—and in 
the inspiring tonal quality that it places at the 
musician’s command. 

Before the public less than a year, it has 
been installed in over 250 churches. Among 
them are notable examples of how adequately 
this splendid instrument can serve large 
churches. On the other hand, its small size, 
portability and extremely low cost (church in- 
stallations range from $1250 to $2000) make 
it ideal for chapels, missions and even the 
smallest churches. 


Learn all about the Hammond Organ by 
actual demonstration. Have your own 
organist play it. Know its wondertul possi- 
bilities at first hand. Full information, 
together with the name of your nearest 
dealer, will be sent you on application. 
THE HAMMOND CLOCK COMPANY, 
2923 North Western Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


HAMMOND URGAN 
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THE LIFE AND WORK OF JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD 
By Rev. T. W. Harris, Ph. D. Morehouse. 192 pp. Illus- 
trated. Second edition. $1.75. 

This book is designed for use by young people of 12 
to 16 years, in Church schools. An admirable book for 
its purpose. It is clear and interesting. It describes the 
times of Jesus—their customs, government and re- 
ligion; the physical aspects of Palestine; and the history 
of the Jewish people. As the book is written primarily 
for Episcopalians, it refers to places in the Book of 
Common Prayer where events in the life of our Lord are 
commemorated. Adults who wish a simple and accurate 
account of Jesus’ life and work will find it here. 


CHRISTIANITY AND PERSONALITY 
By John Wright Buckham, D. D., Professor of Christian 

Theology, Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, Cali- 

fornia. Round Table Press, Inc. 192 pp. $2.00. A 

Religious Book Club Selection. 

The author has written five other scholarly volumes— 
The Humanity of God, Religion in Experience, Personal- 
ity and Psychology, etc. Human personality, next to the 
personality of God, is coming back into its former high 
place in the thinking and reading of thoughtful minis- 
ters. Dr. Buckham’s main point of view on this topic, is 
expressed in the preface where he says: ‘‘Current phil- 
osophy, wearied with the long and needless conflict of 
Idealism and Realism, is moving toward their synthesis 
in the light of Intuitionism and Valuism. Out of all this 
there is emerging the means and opportunity for a more 
constructive and progressive Personalism.” He adds, 
“This volume is an endeavor to outline some of the prin- 
ciples and problems of such a Personalism in the light of 
Christianity.” In the first chapter, he evaluates person- 
ality, and shows the primary importance of the personal 
values in human experience, as contrasted with the 
material. In the second chapter, he discusses the na- 
ture of personal knowledge. In the third, he shows that 
Christianity, so far as it has been true to itself, has 
deeply realized and, in its own way, taught that the 
profoundest truth, truth that is both elemental and 
final, has to do with personal realities and relationships. 
It has emphasized the importance of persons, personal 
relationships and values, and personal truth. This is 
further developed in Buckham’s discussion of persons. 
He regards man as a growing person; Christ, the ideal 
person; and God, the perfect person. Buckham de- 
scribes Jesus as historical, and super-historical; re- 
demptive; and the ideal man whom all should seek to 
become. His reference to Grace is illuminating—Divine 
Self-impartation, corresponding to the doctrine of 
Grace, the distinctive Christian conception of God. It is 
a conferring of the Divine One Himself upon all who 
will receive Him. Buckham’s exposition of Grace is the 
clearest and most definite, in brief compass, which the 
present reviewer has seen. His chapter on Nature as the 
matrix and medium of Personality, and the one on The 
Inseparable Fellowship (on immortality), though brief, 
open up new, important, intensely interesting, and con- 
vincing aspects of the truths to which they witness. 
Every minister ought to “read, mark, and inwardly 
digest” this outstanding book. 


AN INTERPRETATION OF CHRISTIAN ETHICS 
By Reinhlod Niebuhr. Harpers. 244 pp. $2.00. Lectures 
on the Rauschenbusch Lectureship Foundation of the 
Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, Rochester, N. Y. 
Dr. Niebuhr is Professor of Applied Christianity at the 
Union Theological Seminary, New York. He is a bril- 
liant thinker, often perhaps always provocative of dis- 
sent but always with a constructive purpose. This is his 
fifth book; it is a Religious Book Club Selection. Con- 
tents: An [Independent Christian Ethic, The Ethic of 
Jesus, The Christian Conception of Sin, The Relevance 
of an Impossible Ethical Ideal, The Law of Love in Poli- 
tics and Economics (Criticism of Christian Orthodoxy), 
and The Law of Love in Politics and Economies (criti- 
cism of Christian liberalism), Love as a Possibility for 
the Individual, and Love as Forgiveness. Referring to 
Rauschenbusch and his theology, Dr. Niebuhr says that 
he “ventures to hope that they are the extension and an 
application of our day of both the social realism and the 
loyalty to the Christian faith which characterized the 
thought and life of one who was not only the real 
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founder of social Christianity in this country but also 
its most brilliant and generally satisfying exponent to 
the present day.’’ A handsome and well-deserved trib- 
ute! The ethic of Jesus, Niebuhr says, is the perfect fruit 
of prophetic religion. The ethic of Jesus is not in itself 
a social ethic but it offers insight into such an ethic. In 
Niebuhr’s last lecture, he concludes: “It may be the in- 
sights of a prophetic religion may qualify and mitigate 
the cruelties of the social struggles through which we 
are passing to a greater degree than now seems prob- 
able. It is comforting to know, nevertheless, that if 
this should not prove true, the truth of prophetic re- 
ligion, and of Christianity in so far as Christianity is 
truly prophetic, must survive the tempests of a dying 
civilization as an ark surviving the flood. At some time 
or other the waters of the flood will recede and the ark 
will land. Human life can have dignity only as it is com- 
prehended and understood in a universe of meaning 
which transcends human life.” A rather pessimistic- 
optimistic conclusion! 
e 


THE RESOURCES OF RELIGION 
By Georgia Harkness, Professor of Philosophy, Elmira 

College. Holt. 218 pp. $2.00. 

A fresh and invigorating discussion of the resources 
of religion, chiefly of Christianity. It presents the 
foundation principles of a Christian philosophy of life, 
and a technique for combatting the new paganism of our 
day. It analyzes what religion, especially Christianity, is 
and what it demands in belief, in morals, in worship and 
Christlike personality; and it discusses what a Christian 
society would include in respect for personality, the de- 
velopment of humility, peace through friendliness, non- 
violent coercion, and development of resources of re- 
ligion. A Christian society, says Prof. Harkness, would 
be a society built on respect for personality. If we 
would help to bring it into being, faith and hope must be 
conjoined with love. Faith in the strategy of peace 
through friendliness, hope born of the conviction that 
divine grace through to man, love that leads to a cross— 
these three will build on earth the Realm of God. The 
author is unjustifiably hard on the church for its 
alleged impotence; the picture is overdrawn. The fifth 
chapter deals with our enlightened paganism. The 
author’s indictment of it is justifiable. The last three 
chapters lay bare “the resources of religion,’’—to Got 
through revelation, to God through induction, and laying 
hold of God. This is a notable book: realistic, enlight- 
ening, spiritual, and dynamic. It should lead every 
reader to a personal experience of God. 

- @ 
JEWELS OF PROMISE 
By Warren Mosby Seay, Th. D., Pastor, First Baptist 

Church, Anderson, South Carolina. Broadman Press, 

Nashville, Tenn. 151 pp. $1.00. 

This book contains eighteen sermons “‘to comfort the 
people of God;” especially ‘the broken-hearted” and 
“those bowed-down by heavy burdens.” Such sermons 
are needed, as every pastor knows. The texts are taken 
mainly from the Psalms, the greatest Bible book, outside 
of the N. T. All these texts are promises of God. They 
can never fail if one puts his trust in them. Such 
preaching is refreshing and heartening; and is greatly 
needed by millions in our troubled and tried generation. 
Dr. Seay is one of the great Southern Baptist preachers. 
He is a cultured and spiritual preacher. He uses pointed 
and interesting illustrations from literature and life. 


SUCCESSFUL LIVING 
By Rev. E. N. Porter Goff, M. A., Vicar of Immanuel 

Church, Streatham, England. Longmans, Green & Co. 

146 pp. Price not given. 

The author has often preached in broadcast services. 
He has a popular style and knows what people are 
thinking about. This is a sound book on successful liv- 
ing. It discusses such questions as, Has Life Any 
Meaning, Design for Living, Setting the Course, Going 
into Partnership (Marriage, Divorce, and Birth Control), 
Reckoning with Others, Reckoning with Life, Reckoning 
with Oneself, and Reckoning with the Future. His treat- 
ment of these questions is illuminating. He knows what 
the common people are thinking about life; and he 
EnOWE that applied Christianity is the way to successful 
iving. 
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THUNDER OVER SINAI 

By Edwin McNeill Poteat, Jr., formerly Associate Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy and Ethics in the University 
of Shanghai, and now Pastor of the Pullen Memorial 

Baptist Church of Raleigh, N. C. Harpers. 118 pp. 

$100. Forty-fourth volume in Harpers Monthly 

ulpit. 

Dr. Poteat is one of a distinguished group of young 
American preachers who bid fair to fill the places of the 
pulpit giants of last generation. It is a heartening sign 
to all who love the Church and the Gospel. Dr. Poteat is 
a keen, analytical thinker, and a teacher of essential 
Christian truth; and he applies the Gospel to the life of 
today. He is widely read in the best literature, both 
American and European of the past and the present. He 
has the social vision, but is not a visionary, He is a 
leader, especially of thoughtful and progressive youth. 
The sermon titles are: Thunder over Sinai, Not to 
Abrogate but to Enforce, The Compulsions of Brother- 
hood, Rite or Right, The High Cost of Conduct, Honesty 
in Rags, The Case for Pacifism, The Case for Sharing, 
The Heathen Are Polite, and a second sermon on Thun- 
der over Sinai. He prefaces each of these sermons with 
choice and appropriate quotations from Greek and 
Roman classics and from modern literature. 


e 
AS FAR AS I CAN SEE 
By Winifred Kirkland. Scribners. 233 pp. $2.00. 

The author is a graduate of Vassar, and was a teacher 
for several years at Bryn Mawr. She is a regular con- 
tributor to leading magazines. This is her seventh pub- 
lished book. Her “Portrait of a Carpenter” (1931) was 
highly complimented by The Religious Book Bulletin. 
Her present book is also thoughtful, attractive, and 
helpful. It is written to a personal friend (an agnostic) 
in the hope of helping her to find faith. She is not seek- 
ing to convert her friend but she does want her to share 
her own satisfying Christian experience. She writes in a 
beautiful spirit, and with literary charm. The chapter 
headings are: Without Apology, Faith Day by Day, A 
Free-Lance Writer’s Approach, Jesus of Nazareth 
Passeth by, Prayer: What? Why? Pattern for Patriot- 
ism, and What Shall We Do with Death? Of Jesus she 
says, “Jesus has become known, explicable, and solely 
as people have searched his soul by trying to imitate it.” 
Of prayer she says, “It is impossible to offer the Lord’s 
Prayer without experiencing a sense of protection for all 
the hours before one.” ‘Prayer,’ she adds, “is the 
practical method of equipping ourselves to be builders 
with God of his new world.’ Her chapter on patriotism is 
searching and clarifying. Regarding death she says, “In 
regard to the death of loved ones, and equally in regard 
to my own death, it seems to me that there are only 
two guesses, either annihilation or restoration. I choose 
the latter to live with, and one advantage I see is that 
it liberates those dear to me from my anxiety over 
them:” This is a kind of religion, one not of argument 
but of personal experience—candid, sincere, satisfying, 
and helping to make this life better. It is a book that 
will appeal to mind and heart. 


e 
THE HOME IN A CHANGING CULTURE 
By Grace Sloan Overton. Revell. 158 pp. $1.00. 

The author has had successful experience on this 
question as chairman in the department of Marriage and 
tlhe Home, furnishing program materials for use wher- 
ever Local Councils of Federated Church Women were 
organized among the twenty-three million Protestant 
women in the United States. The book is intended for 
personal reading and for women’s study groups. It deals 
with the family life in our changing environment— 
educational, social, its economic security, how to keep 
the separateness and sacredness of family relationships. 
It discusses also what kind of a work-a-day world do 
our children face? We want our children to be person- 
ality-conscious or mass-minded? and, How to train our 
children to build the homes of tomorrow. Implicit in all 
these questions is the purvose to build a Christianized 
individualism and family life. 


e 
WHICH WAY FOR OUR CHILDREN? A HANDBOOK 
IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR PARENTS AND 
TEACHERS 
By Alberta Munkers, Director of Elementary Education, 
Cornell College. Scribners. 198 pp. $2.00. 
This book embodies first-class material, both theoretical 
and practical, by a successful teacher of long experience. 
She discusses problems in conduct and in religious train- 
ing which parents and teachers are constantly meeting. 
At the end of each chapter, case studies are presented 
for discussion. They seek to find the reason for both 
successes and failures. The book is full of usable and 
helpful material on its subject. The chapter headings 
are: Inviting to the Search, Teaching Children About 
God, Introducing Children to Jesus, Using the Bible with 


Children, Exploring the Realm of Prayer, Helping Chil- 
dren in Group Worship, Thinking About the Problem of 
Death, and Guiding Children in Social Relationships. 
Epilogue: Finding a Way; and Books That Help in Fur- 
ther Searching. 


e 
CLEE OF THE LIGHTED TOWER 
Leben W. Mace and Irving T. Gumb. Revell. 159 pp. 
1.50. 

This is the story of Rev. Lester H. Clee—a colorful per- 
sonality, a born leader, a great organizer, and a great 
Christian. He took the Second Presbyterian Church in 
Newark, N. J., which was steadily losing members and 
influence, and led it to outstanding success. It was in 
early days a strong church, with a well-to-do constitu- 
ency, but the neighborhood changed and the church de- 
clined rapidly in members and resources. Clee has built 
a new and beautiful church building, and has gathered 
a great constituency, many of whom are poor in worldly 
goods but rich in character and service. Dr. Clee 
preached to forty people on his first Sunday in the Sec- 
ond Presbyterian Church. Today he has never less than a 
thousand in his congregation. The church is open seven 
days in the week, and ministers every week to ten 
thousand people. It has a great Sunday school with big 
men’s classes. They carry on in a multitude of ways of 
Christian service. The secret of Clee’s success is in his 
genius for friendship, his personal magnetism, mastery 
of organization, deep interest in folks, and living faith 
in Jesus Christ. Some of the most helpful chapters in 
this book are: The Psychology of Positiveness and of 
Atmosphere; Programs for Men, Women, and Children; 
Systematic Organized Calling; an Employment Bureau 
and Vocational Guidance; and Advertising Budgets. In 
addition there are nine pages of exhibits of announce- 
ments, etc. 


WORLD HISTORY 
By Robert Newton Waring, author of “Bible History.” 

Revell. 179 pp. $1.75. 

A useful handbook of important events, from the crea- 
tion forward, in many fields, including architecture, art, 
commerce, disaster, discovery, education, engineering, 
finance, government, invention, law, literature, manu- 
facture, medicine, music, philosophy, religion, science, 
war, etc. 


CHRONICLES OF BARABBAS 1884-1934 
6 George H. Doran. Harcourt, Brace & Co. 416 pp. 
3.50. 

A book of extraordinary interest. It tells the story of 
the fascinating career of one of our leading publishers, 
from the day in Toronto when he answered a sign “A 
Smart Boy Wanted” and got a job with The Toronto 
Willard Tract Depository, Limited, to a successful 
career as a publisher, known both in America and Eng- 
land. His career varied from publishing evangelical 
literature to works of the highest literary activity in 
many fields. Distinguished names were on his list of 
authors—Bennett, Maughan, H. G. Wells, E. V. Lucas, 
Walpole, Mary Roberts Rinehart, Ralph Connor, Conan 
Doyle, etc., etc. Probably Bennett was Doran’s greatest 
“find.” One of his biggest mistakes was his declining 
to publish Sheldon’s “‘In His Steps.” In his Portrait 
Gallery of Men and Women are critical sketches of 
authors of note. He was fair to them all—but he did not 
like them all! He has a chapter on Doctors of Divinity 
and another on Evangelists. He saw through their 
frailties, criticised some of them caustically, but gave 
enthusiastic praise to those who seemed to him sincere 
and had genuine ability. He pays a great tribute to 
William Robertson Nicoll of “The British Weekly” and 
“The Expositor’—a man of extraordinary ability as an 
editorial writer, a molder of public opinion, a man of 
noble character, and a genius. This is a Booklover’s 
book, full of Doran’s interesting reminiscences and 
shrewd comments on publishers and authors, and the 
human scene during his half century in the publishing 
business. 


e 
LIFE BEGAN YESTERDAY 
By Stephen Foot. Harpers. 175 pp. $1.50. 

A new book on The Oxford Group, by a recent con- 
vert—one who served as a commissioned officer before 
and after the World War. He was also a manager of the 
world-known Shell Oil Co. Later Mr. Foot served as an 
assistant Master of an English Public School. He re- 
ceived an invitation to a Group meeting in his town. He 
went in a rather patronizing attitude. To his surprise, 
he met Mr. C. J. Hambro, President of the Norwegian 
Parliament, who earlier had represented his country at 
Geneva. Mr. Hambro surprised Mr. Foot by telling him 
that in his opinion the Oxford Group was doing the most 
important work that was going on in the world in the 
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THE BIBLE IN AN ECONOMIC 


CRISIS (See page 274) 


of poverty, but as emphatically the folly and 
danger of excess, and the obligation, as an 
“economic virtue,’ to share with the needy. 
Agur’s prayer draws the logical conclusion: 
“Give me neither poverty nor riches! Feed 
me with the bread of my portion!’ When was 
bread apportioned if not in the distribution of 
the manna? Other phrases make the allusion to 
the account in Deut. 8 unmistakable. 


IV 
PSALMS AND JOB wrestle with the ques- 
tion: Why, then, do the wicked prosper and 
the righteous suffer? Both types are socially 
defined. The wicked are those who exploit the 
weak: the righteous are their helpers and 
champions. This definition transforms a per- 
sonal into a social problem. Why, if the har- 
monious ideals of Law, Prophets and Wise are 
true, do they seem to fail practically? Four 
solutions are suggested. Faith in God brings 
peace and joy which the world can neither give 
nor take away. (Ps. 73.) But this solves only 
the personal side of the problem. The Book of 
Job answers: Creation is vast and compli- 
cated. Man must patiently face facts, and thus 
find God and wisdom. Such wisdom will ulti- 
mately bring prosperity. The significance of 
this answer appears when we note that the 
causes of Job’s calamities are all within the 
power of men to remove or control—robbery 
and war, by the enforcement of law between 
individuals and nations; natural disasters, by 
prevention of mutual insurance. Psalm 37 
emphasizes the corrective of time: in the long 
run, selfishness and injustice defeat them- 
selves; thrift and generosity must win. Seven 
times is the prediction which Jesus quotes in 
the Beatitudes repeated: ‘‘The meek shall in- 
herit the earth.’”’ Psalm 72 recognizes the duty 
of government to aid and hasten the effect of 
these natural forces. At last there shall come a 
king who will enforce the ideals of the Law. 
He will conquer the world, not by force of 
arms but because the oppressed of all lands 
will choose his sway: 
“All nations shall serve him, 
For he will deliver the needy when he crieth 


Vv 

Why, then, did Israel fail? High ideals are 
not enough. Sin, the wilful choice of the lower, 
must be removed. Mankind needs a Saviour. 
But when He came, it was also as the promised 
king. Mary the Mother sang: “He hath put 
down princes from their thrones, and the rich 
He hath sent empty away!” Where faith in 
Him has gone, democracy has already made 
great progress—save in the realm of eco- 
nomics, There also it may yet conquer when 
the social significance of Christ’s teachings is 


he 


recognized. He accepted the conception of the 
Prophets, a Kingdom of God on Earth. But 
He taught that it can be established only as all 
its citizens are kingdom-minded, hungering for 
its establishment, seeking it first. They must 
renounce both the amibition of the strong to 
lay up treasure, and the sordid question of the 
weak: ‘What shall we eat, drink, wear?” 
Christ gives to every man an adequate life- 
purpose, the establishment of a social order 
in which God’s will shall be realized. God is a 
Father, knowing human needs; so the realiza- 
tion of that will means that ‘‘all these things 
shall be added.” But each must accept Agur’s 
prayer, with the significant change of “my” to 
“bread of our portion.” (So Delitsch, in his 
Hebrew translation aptly restores the mean- 
ing.) One “that lays up treasure for himself,” 
Jesus calls a fool. “The faithful and wise serv- 
ant” is he who realizes that “his lord hath set 
him over His household to give them their food 
in due season.” Does this mean the crushing 
of personal aspiration? The climax of Christ’s 
teaching is His definition of true greatness: 
“Whosoever would be first among you shall be 
your servant, even as the Son of Man came not 
to be ministered unto but to minister.” “As thy- 
self” is the first step in the Christian life. “A 
new commandment I give,” said Jesus, “that 
ye love one another as I have loved you.” Surely 
this is no “interim ethic!” 


VI 

The primitive Church so took to heart these 
teachings that its members “had all things 
common. Neither was there among them any 
that lacked.”’ Another allusion to the manna. 
Nor is it true, as is commonly assumed, that 
this policy was soon found to be mistaken and 
abandoned. When the Council of Jerusalem 
recognized the work among Gentiles, Paul 
says that the one practical duty, insisted upon, 
was “‘that we should remember the poor, which 
very thing I also was zealous to do.”’ That zeal 
is revealed by the fact, hidden in English 
translations, that among his favorite words 
were the abstract noun and descriptive adjec- 
tives derived from the word “common.” His 
genius saw a way to preserve the ideal in a 
world-wide fellowship. He recognized that pro- 
duction is necessary to make possible continued 
distribution. “Let him that stole steal no more, 
working with his hands that he may have 
wherewith to give to him that hath need.” (Eph. 
4:28.) A comparison with II Thes. 3:6-15 
shows that he regarded willful idleness, taking 
advantage of others’ generosity, as stealing— 
debarring from Christian fellowship. In his 
plea for contributions to the needy at Jerusa- 
lem, II Cor. chs. 8-9, he developes his theory. 
To the objections naturally arising, he re- 
plies: “Not that others may be eased and ye 
distressed; but by equality: your abundance 
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being a supply at this present time for their 
want, that their abundance also may become a 
supply for your want; that there may be 
equality: as it is written, He that gathered 
much had nothing over and he that gathered 
little had no lack.” Here is not merely allusion 
but direct quotation of the words describing 
the distribution of the manna. Paul conceived 
the world-wide Church as one mutual insurance 
company! Instead of being absurd and anti- 
quated, this principle is the one which increas- 
ingly compensates for the evils of our modern 
individualism. Governments are finding them- 
selves compelled to make it compulsory. 


Vil 


But how could a voluntary brotherhood, 
without legal sanctions and conscientiously re- 
nouncing force, hope to realize such an ideal? 
How could it face without despair the heartless 
civilization dominating the world? 

I John 3:16 made John 3:16 the model and 
inspiration of the Christian life. “Hereby know 
we love, because He laid down His life for us: 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. But whoso hath this world’s goods 
and beholdeth his brother in need, and shutteth 
up his compassion from him, how doth the love 
of God abide in him?” Similarly Paul, as suf- 
ficient motive to establish his plan for mutual 
aid, appeals to the example of Christ in a 
sentence whose every phrase seems like a dart 
directed at the heart of our ‘acquisitive so- 
ciety!’ “Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes He became poor, that ye through His 
poverty might become rich.” (II Cor. 8:9.) 
There may be plausible defense of “the art of 
becoming rich’? on lower premises; but who 
could maintain that it is Christlike? 

Yet, even today, we despair of overcoming 
by such a spirit the established competitive 
system, with its inevitable result in “wars and 
fightings.”? (James 4:1.) It is said that the 
early Church had no expectation of such a vic- 
tory except in the return of Christ to crush His 
enemies. But Paul and John, at least had out- 
grown such an expectation. Might not a lov- 
ing brotherhood, faithful to its ideals, conquer 
the world by force of example, as Ps. 72 ex- 
pected the Messianic King to win all nations? 
It was its practical demonstration of mutual 
aid that made Heathen exclaim: “Behold how 
these Christians love one another!” The Book 
of Revelation, which depicts the inevitable 
conflict between the two systems, is avowedly 
symbolic. (Rev. 19:18.) That symbolism cen- 
ters in two cities, Babylon and The New Jeru- 
salem. How are they characterized? Babylon 
is ‘‘the harlot,’”’ the embodiment of the mercen- 
ary spirit. ‘“By the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication all the nations are fallen; and the 
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merchants of the earth waxed rich by the 
power of her wantoness.” Of her rival, it is 
written: “The nations shall walk amidst the 
light thereof, and the kings of the earth shall 
bring their glory into it. And the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 
On what terms? “He that will let him take of 
the water of life freely.” The New Jerusalem 
is a social order based on the command of 
Christ: “Freely ye have received, freely give.” 
The Bible closes with a glowing picture of 
“an economy of plenty.” Modern science also 
now points out that such plenty is possible. 
We are awakening to the fact that our “ac- 
quisitive society” assumes and creates an 
“economy of scarcity.” Why may not the social 
morality which the Bible teaches be just the 
principle for which we grope? 

Two English words make possible concise 
statement of that principle. “Wealth,” akin to 
“weal” and “will,” designates the sum of phy- 
sical objects which, costing human effort, meet 
human needs. Wedded to an adjective, it 
gives the noblest term for a true human so- 
ciety, “The Commonweath.” But ‘‘riches,” 
cognate to the Latin word for king, accurately 
denotes the special privileges of one or the 
few. As Ruskin put it, “The art of becoming 
rich is the art of establishing the maximum 
inequality in one’s own favor.” The issue, to- 
day, is clear. Can society safely continue to 
permit the practice of this art? Timely, 
therefore, is the message of Scripture, from 
Genesis to Revelation: The production of 
wealth is the task for which man was placed 
on Earth; the seeking of riches is the sin 
which explains his failure. 
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